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j. The Seventh Trumpet Judgment: (11:15-19) 

 

 The seventh trumpet is known as the “third woe” (11:14-15).  With the sounding of the 

seventh trumpet, words from heaven indicate that the Second Coming is only a short time 

away: “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord, and of His 

Christ; and He will reign forever and ever” (vs. 15).  The seventh trumpet, the third woe, 

and the seven bowl judgments are all the same thing.  
26

 

 

7. The Angel and the Little Book (Chapter 10) 

 

  With the completion of the sixth trumpet, the seventh and final trumpet remains to be blown.  

But first, two things must happen, as recorded in Chapters 10 and 11:  

 

1.  An announcement of the end of the delay.  

 

2.  The Measurement of the temple and its worshipers. 

 

 These two chapters set the stage for the climatic and final trumpet.  Together, they add 

details about the progress of the plan of God, the two prophets, and the timing of the 

Tribulation, among other things.     

 

 

a. The Great Angel (vs. 1):  A vision of a magnificent angel serves as an intermission to the 

visions of judgments.  10:1-3 lists a variety of the angel’s impressive qualities: 

 

i. “Another strong angel” (vs. 1):   

 

This description disproves the notion held by many that this angel is Christ.  In 

the Greek, “another” implies another of the same kind, thereby associating this creature 

with the other angels of Revelation.  Despite his lack of divinity, the angel still strikes 

John with awe. 

 

 

ii. “Coming down out of heaven” (vs. 1):  

 

This is a clear reference to the angel’s origin.  Unlike the angels (or demons) 

which emerged from their prison under the Euphrates River (9:14), this angel comes 

from the central command center of God. 

 

Thought Question:  What does the angel’s origin suggest about his authority? 

 

As an emissary of God, his decrees should be considered as God’s very own words. 

 

iii. “Clothed with a cloud” (vs. 1):   
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The clothing of the angel hints at his heavenly mission.  Of the twenty 

occurrences of “cloud” in the New Testament, nine deal with judgment.
27

  As we shall 

see later, this angel commissions John for the unsavory task of announcing judgment.   

 

 

iv. “The rainbow was upon his head” (vs. 1):   

 

Hearkening back to the days of Noah, rainbows represent the mercy of God.  While this 

angel comes to announce judgment, he also reminds the faithful of the mercy of God. 

 

 

v. “His face was like the sun” (vs. 1):    

 

Much like Moses’ face, which glowed from his experience of being in the 

presence of the glory of God, so too does this angel reflect the Father’s glory (Ex. 

34:35). 

 

 

vi. “His feet like pillars of fire” (vs. 1):  

 

A pillar of fire guided God’s chosen people through the desert.  Though the 

sight of this towering, fiery tornado would strike fear in the hearts of most men, God 

used the pillar of fire to lead Israel to safety.  In the same way, the awesome spectacle 

of the feet like pillars of fire would remind John of God’s merciful leadership in the 

wilderness.  

 

 

vii. “He placed his right foot on the sea and his left on the land” (vs. 2): 

 

Not only does this image convey the immense size of the angel, but also his 

dominion over sea and land.  The contents of the little book will impact the whole 

planet. 

 

 

viii. “He cried out with a loud voice, as when a lion roars” (vs. 3): 

 

  The sheer volume of the voice lends the angel authority. 

 

Thought Question:  In light of the description of the angel, how should his message be 

taken? 

 

We should understand his message as God message.  Clearly, the aforementioned 

descriptions depict an angel commissioned by God.   
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b. The Little Scroll (vs. 2): Aside from the important details about the angel itself, we also 

see several references to a little scroll (vs. 2, 8, 9, 10).  We learn two things about this 

scroll: 

 

i. It is open:  As you may recall, in chapter 5 the Father held a sealed scroll containing 

the forthcoming judgments described by the rest of Revelation.  Seeing that no one was 

worthy to open this scroll, John wept—until the Lamb came on the scene.  With much 

rejoicing the Lamb opened the scroll and the judgments ensued.  This same scroll, now 

opened, was in the possession of the angel who came from heaven.  Given that the 

angel came from heaven, and that the seventh judgment was about to be sounded, it 

would be reasonable for us to assume that the scroll contains the rest of the judgments. 

 

ii. It is little: The smaller size suggests shorter content.  With six seals and six trumpet 

judgments already consummated, the scroll is now considerably thinned down. 

 

 

c. The Actions of the Angel (3-7):  Little scroll in hand, the angel does the following: 

 

i. “He cried out, the seven peals of thunder uttered their voices.”  This implies more 

than just a thunderstorm.  In John 12:28-29 the Father spoke to Jesus in a voice which 

sounded like thunder; similarly, this thunderous voice from heaven carried a message 

from the Father.  In response, John dutifully 

attempts to fulfill the commandment given in 1:19 to write these things down, but the 

voice from heaven forbids it.  This part of the vision was not meant for anyone other 

than John to know. 

     

Thought Question:  Why do you suppose God did not want to disclose all of the 

revelation which he allowed John to witness? 

 

A little mystery keeps us from arrogantly assuming that we know exactly how the 

future will unfold.  Further, it helps us to recognize that God is a transcendent God 

whose form and function lie outside our feeble comprehension. Thus, there are a lot of 

things about God which we cannot know, or at least not yet.   

 

ii. “Then the angel . . . lifted up his right hand”  Like a witness in court, this angel 

swears to tell the whole truth and nothing but the truth.  He vows that there will no 

longer be a delay; judgment will not be postponed.  The martyred saints, the angels, and 

the whole earth will not have to wait any longer.  God will grant them their desire.  

 

Thought Question:  On one hand, we may find a desire to want to slow down the 

judgments to give people time to repent.  On the other hand, what would motivate 

people to hurry the judgments along? 

 

The sooner God executes the judgments, the sooner He will return.  The hosts of heaven 

await the vindication of their faith.  The believers who reside on the earth ache to see 

their Lord.  And all believers long to see God glorified as He triumphs over evil.  



  Survey of Revelation  �                                                                                                         The Angel and the Little 

Book (10:1-11)  

50 

 

 

 

Once the seventh angel sounds his voice the mystery of God will be completed.  

By “mystery” the angel means that which has not been fully revealed.  In the ages past, 

God has disclosed many messages to the prophets regarding coming wrath, future 

restoration, and the consummation of the ages.  Now, the time is near when all 

prophecy will be fulfilled and every mystery will be revealed.   

 

Thought Question:  Why will the full disclosure of God’s plan bring such excitement 

to His people? 

 

Anytime one learns more about God and His plan, they have more fuel for worship.  

Knowledge of the Holy leads to deeper and more profound worship as we gain a greater 

sense of our creator.   

 

d. The Preparation of the Prophet (8-11):  After this climactic announcement, the voice 

from heaven prepares John for a valuable object lesson: the Father will teach him empathy 

and compassion, and motivate him to bring the words of judgment to an unruly world.  

 

 Though it seems strange, the Father commands John to eat the scroll of the remaining 

judgments.  This is not the first time we witness a paper feast.  In Ezekiel 3 and Jeremiah 

15 we find similar object lessons: 

 

i. Ezek: 3:1-3: And he said to me, "Son of man, eat what is before you, eat this scroll; 

then go and speak to the house of Israel."  So I opened my mouth, and he gave me 

the scroll to eat.  Then he said to me, "Son of man, eat this scroll I am giving you 

and fill your stomach with it." So I ate it, and it tasted as sweet as honey in my 

mouth. 

 

ii. Jeremiah 15:16: Thy words were found and I ate them, And Thy words became for 

me a joy and the delight of my heart; For I have been called by Thy name, O LORD 

God of hosts. 
 

 In both of these instances, God has given them the savory—or unsavory, depending on 

the reaction of the audience—task of dispensing God’s truth.  But, before they proclaim the 

Word, God wants them to digest its contents. 

 

Thought Question:  Why do you suppose God would want John to digest the judgments 

before he proclaims them? 

 

Ezekiel 18:23 "Do I have any pleasure in the death of the wicked," declares the Lord 

God, "rather than that he should turn from his ways and live?  God does not delight in 

judging sinners.  In a similar way, God does not want John to celebrate over the 

condemnation of the wicked.  Thus, the bitter taste helps breed humble compassion 

within His servant.   
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 Taking the scroll, John feasts upon it.  At first, sweetness permeates his taste buds—the 

sweet knowledge of the consummation of God’s purposes and plans fills John with elation. 

  

Thought Question:  Why does the Father want John to experience the sweetness of the 

prophecy?  How will that help his prophetic ministry?   

 

It can be a rather discouraging ministry to proclaim bad tidings to the wicked.  Thus, 

it is incumbent upon John to remember the sweet aspects of prophecy.  By sweetness 

we mean, the possibility of the hearers’ repentance, the glorification of God, and the 

anticipation of the certain return of Christ. 

 

 After the sweet taste fades, heartburn sets in.  The bitter reality of the death, bloodshed, 

torments, and sickness settle upon the apostle. 

 

Thought Question:  Why does the Father want John to experience the bitterness of the 

prophecy?  What would be the danger if he did not feel some of the ill effects of judgment? 

 

As mentioned before, John would be in danger of becoming a heartless preacher 

without compassion for his audience.  

 

Thought Question:  What role does empathy have in ministry?  Consider the case of 

Jonah.  How did his lack of compassion impact his prophetic ministry? (cf. Jonah 4:2-3). 

 

There are many answers to this question.  Some of my thoughts include: Empathy 

helps manifest the loving character of God.  It provides extra motivation to proclaim 

the message of judgment, so that people might repent.  Empathy also helps us to 

remember that apart from the grace of God we would be in the same place.  

 

 After learning this lesson of compassion, the Father sends John to finish his assigned 

task.  He must prophesy to many peoples, nations, tongues, and kings.  Despite the 

terrifying nature of the coming bowl judgments, John must be obedient to tell this horrible 

news to a wicked world.   

 

Thought Question:  How do you suppose the world will react to this Word from the Lord 

(vs. 9)?  What does this reaction suggests about why God sought to prepare John?  

 

It will be a mixed reaction.  Many will turn to the Lord, while many will harden their 

hearts against him.  Those who do not turn will indeed turn against the heralds of the 

truth.  Thus, God makes it clear that they are to be faithful.  The fear of the Lord 

which the angel instills in God, the compassion created by the bitter scroll, and the 

encouragement of the sweet taste all work together to motivate preachers to be 

faithful.  

 

 

 

 


