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There are many answers to this question.  On one hand, this vision of heaven serves as 

a promise of future vindication.  Their faith and suffering will not be in vain as they 

will inherit heaven.  On the other hand this vision offers a hope of future comfort.  

Like a tall glass of 

water to a thirsty soul, thoughts of heaven transport the suffering Christian to a 

wonderful future reality.  All of the pain they endure in the midst of the tribulation 

will be more than compensated for in heaven.  Thus, when faced with the reality of 

death, thoughts of eternal bliss found in the presence of God will hearten their weary 

souls.   

 

 

6. The Trumpet Judgments (Chapters 8-9) 

 

a. Prelude: 

 

 Chapter 7 contrasts the serenity of the saints with the panic of the pagan world.  While 

unbelievers long for death as God confronts them with the terror of the Tribulation, God 

seals the saints and protects them from the horrors around them.  And for those saints who 

perish in the midst of the Tribulation there is the loving Father’s continual comfort for all 

eternity.  

 In verse 8:1 the music stops and silence prevails: something is happening in heaven that 

has arrested the attention of the eternal throng.  An angel appears with a golden censer.  In 

chapter 6, as the saints worship the Lamb and the One who sits on the throne, they petition 

God to judge those who spilled their blood (6:9-11); yet at this time God tells them 

tenderly to wait until the number of martyrs has been completed.  However now, in 8:3, we 

read, “Another angel came and stood at the altar, holding a golden censer: and much 

license was given to him, so that he might add it to the prayers of all the saints on the 
golden altar which was before the throne.”  From the judgment that follows, these prayers 

are clearly the prayers of vindication.  The burning coals of the saints’ prayers fall to the 

earth and a storm reminiscent of the theophany at Mount Sinai covers the earth: God has 

arrived, not to bring His people the Law, but to judge those who rebel against Him.  In 

answer to the saints’ prayers, God begins to issue a series of supernatural trumpet 

judgments against the earth and its inhabitants.  

 

Thought Question:  On what terms does God answer prayer?  How should this help us persist 

when our prayers seem to go unanswered? 

 

God answers prayers in accordance to His will.  1 John 5:14
 
This is the confidence which we have 

before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  Thus, if we are convinced 

that the supplications of our prayers are consistent with God’s will (i.e. His return), then we can 

confidently pray with the expectation of their fulfillment.  In this case, we see that God answers 

the prayers of the martyrs.  

b. The First Trumpet Judgment: (8:7) 



  Survey of Revelation  �                                                                                                                The Trumpet 

Judgments (8:1-9:21)  

43 

 

 

 When this trumpet is sounded, one-third of the earth’s vegetation and all of the green 

grass are burned up by fire from heaven and hail mixed with blood, a judgment reminiscent 

of the seventh Egyptian plague (Exo. 9:23-27).  The effect on the world’s food supply and 

natural resources will be staggering.  There must also be a considerable loss of human life 

as a result of this judgment.   

 

Thought Question:  Some question the literalness of this judgment by citing that although the 

text claims that all of the green grass has been burned, later in Rev. 9:4 it is said that the locusts 

do not harm the grass.  How can you harmonize this? 

 

There are two answers.  First, enough time could elapse between this judgment and the 

next one for the grass to grow again.  Second, in most parts of the earth the grass is not 

green year round, but seasonally.  Thus, burning all of the grass that is green will leave 

the dormant grass untouched.   

 

c. The Second Trumpet Judgment: (8:8-9) 

 

 At the sounding of this trumpet, something like a mountain is thrown into the sea, 

causing one-third of the sea to be turned into blood.  Consequently, one-third of the sea 

creatures die.  The impact also causes catastrophic tidal waves as one-third of the ships on 

the sea are destroyed. 

 

 The text mentions that something like a mountain is thrown into the sea.  This seems to 

suggest that this is not necessarily a volcano, but possibly a meteorite.  Consider this 

insight from one commentator: 

 

About 3,500 asteroids have been cataloged, and more are discovered each year. 

Their orbits are generally very elliptical, with one end closer to the sun than the 

other. The largest asteroid, Ceres, is about 620 miles in diameter. Next in size are 

Pallas, about 332 miles; and Vesta, about 240 miles. 

What would happen if even a small asteroid struck the earth? First, as it entered 

our atmosphere, as with shooting stars, it would begin to heat up and glow white 

with fire by friction. It would actually begin to burn. Then, when it hit the sea (as 

this object will if this is something like an asteroid) it would cause tidal waves and 

devastation for hundreds of miles. The meteorite which fell in Siberia in 1908 

devastated over 1,000 square miles. The shock was felt as far away as Europe while 

trees up to 20 miles away were blown down. Yet the 1908 meteorite was only about 

200 feet across—a far cry from one mile across!
25

 

Thought Question:  Many people do not believe that the sea will turn to blood, claiming 

instead that this describes a “red tide” brought on by the death of billions of microorganisms.  

Others believe that the sea will literally become blood, pointing to the judgment on Egypt in 

                                                 
25

 Hampton Keathley III,  http://www.bible.org/docs/nt/books/rev/jhk3/rev-17.htm 
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which the Nile was indeed turned to blood.  What are the merits of each perspective, and what 

principles should guide where we land? 

 

Both positions seem to uphold a literal understanding of the text.  The language of 

Revelation allows for a certain degree of figurative language provided that it maintains 

the literal meaning.  Thus, those on the “red tide” side interpret the passage literally as 

they give credence to the blood like color of the ocean.  On the other hand the “true 

blood” position takes the most straight forward and literal approach.  In my view, both 

positions are valid, but the safest option would be the “true blood” interpretation as it is 

the most straightforward.  Sure, this act is scientifically impossible, but these are 

supernatural judgments.    

 

d. The Third Trumpet Judgment: (8:10-11) 

 

 The third trumpet brings destruction to the fresh waters of the earth.  A great star 

burning like a torch falls to the earth, with the imagery seeming to suggest a comet, a 

celestial block of ice that shines as brightly as a star.  Possibly this large, dirty snowball of 

composite gases will strike the earth, perhaps after breaking apart in the atmosphere and 

contaminating the water supply. One-third of these waters are poisoned in some way (men 

die from it), which will be disastrous to life on this planet. 

 

 

e. The Fourth Trumpet Judgment: (8:12) 

 

 The sounding of the fourth trumpet brings judgment on the sun, moon, and stars.  

Perhaps due to the large amount of smoke in the air from the fires of earlier judgments, 

one-third of each is darkened, which will cause unbelievable disaster to the world.  How 

this darkening will take place is not clear, but there is no doubt about the end result.   

 

Thought Question:  How would a disruption in the natural processes of the earth summon 

the attention of the unbelieving? 

 

 People on the earth depend on the natural processes.  Farmers rely on the rain 

replenishing their water supply.  Fishermen count on the sea to lodge their catch.  

Ranchers need the green grass to feed their herds.  When these are disrupted, the food 

supply suffers.  They become helpless victims of the elements.  They also realize how little 

they control their own fate.  At this point, broken men often cry out to God for help, as 

they cannot help themselves.      

 

f. Interlude: (8:13)   

 

 An eagle flies in the mid-heaven (the realm of the sun and the moon), announcing 

further judgment upon the actual inhabitants of the earth.  He pronounces three Woes, 

which will each come to fruition in the final three trumpet judgments. 
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g. The Fifth Trumpet Judgment: (9:1-12) 

 

 This trumpet is also called the “first woe” (9:12) because it causes even greater 

suffering than the previous judgments.  With the blast of this trumpet, a star falls from 

heaven—probably an intelligent creature, as he possesses a key and opens the bottomless 

pit.  This angel travels from the realm of heaven to the prison of Hell (cf. Luke 8:31) to 

unleash hoards of locust-like demons, to whom God gives permission to torment the 

“unsealed” men of the world.  Instead of attacking grass and vegetation, they go after the 

unrepentant for the duration of five months.   

 

 The term “locust” implies that these demons resemble the grasshopper-like insect, with 

a few important differences.  First, they sting like a scorpion, causing their victims to 

writhe in pain, foam at the mouth, and grind their teeth.  Second, they have teeth like a lion, 

suggesting the ferocity of their bite.  Third, they have the faces of men, suggesting their 

demonic origin.  The mention of women’s hair and a golden crown describe the color and 

shape of their antennae, while their “breastplate” suggests a hard exoskeleton.  Stepping on 

them or swatting them away will do nothing to deter them.  Their purpose is the same as 

that of their leader, the demonic king Apollyon, who seeks to destroy—and destroy they 

will, bringing misery to millions.  All of the unsaved inhabitants of the earth will writhe 

from the agony inflicted by these locusts, and even the seeming comfort of death will elude 

them (vs. 6).   

 

Thought Question: Why would God not allow these afflicted to die?  What might this suggest 

about God’s purpose for this judgment? 

 

He wants to keep them alive so that in their pain they will cry out to God.  In the words of 

C. S. Lewis “God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in 

our pains: it is His megaphone to rouse a deaf world”
 
 (C. S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain 

(New York: Macmillan, 1940), pp. 80-81.). Essentially, God wants the attention of the 

unbelieving to that they will repent.   

 

h. The Sixth Trumpet Judgment: (9:13-21) 

 

 Things go from bad to worse with the blowing of this trumpet, also called the “second 

woe.”  Hearkening back to the altar in which the imprecatory prayers of the saints are being 

answered, a voice commands that the four angels bound in the Euphrates River be 

unleashed.  Given that nowhere in the Bible do we find holy, unfallen angels bound (2Pet. 

2:4), we can deduce that this refers to demons.  These demons amass an army of 

200,000,000.  Though many contend this to be a literal army of men, the fire-breathing 

horses who also wield destruction with their serpentine tails seem to suggest that this is an 

army of demons (9:17-19).  Subsequently, this demonic army will wreak havoc upon the 

citizens (presumably unsaved) of the earth, until a third of mankind has been destroyed.    

 

Thought Question: Compare and contrast the demons’ motivation for tormenting the world 

with God’s intentions.  What does this suggest about God’s use of “evil”? 
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Demons afflict the world for a variety of reasons including sadism and a desire to drive them 

away from God.  On the other hand, God torments the world in order to bring about 

repentance.  This goes to show how God can use sinister people with wicked motivation to 

accomplish His good purposes.  Genesis 50:20 “As for you, you meant evil against me, but God 

meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive.  

 

 

i. The Results (9:20-21): 

 

 In spite of this supernatural intrusion into the world, the unbelieving persist in their 

unrepentance.  The survivors of the sixth judgment (9:18, 20) hold onto five major sins.    

 

i. Idolatry (worship of crafted images and demons):  In worshipping idols, they rob God 

of the glory due to Him, giving glory instead to lifeless statues and demons (1 Cor. 

10:21). 

  

Thought Question:  What is ironic about the worship of demons in light of the 5
th

 and 6
th

 

trumpet judgments? 

 

The demons are the ones who inflicted the plagues. 

 

ii. Murders:  Perhaps the scarcity of resources leads the unsaved to kill.   

 

iii. Sorceries:  This Greek word is the root of the English word “pharmacy.” Drugs in the 

ancient world were used to dull the senses and induce a state suitable for religious 

iv. experiences such as séances, witchcraft, incantations, and cavorting with mediums 

(21:8; 22:15). 

 

v. Immorality:  In our present day and age, people cling to their sexual sin.  This will be 

no different during the Tribulation. 

 

vi. Thefts: Again the scarcity of resources leads to acts of selfishness,as the unbelievers 

freely steal from each other. 

 

Thought Question:  What do these sins suggest about why the unbelievers will not repent 

in the midst of such supernatural intervention?   

 

 They believe that idolatry and sorcery will be a means of bringing relief from their 

suffering.  In the mind of the unbeliever, alternative deities have the power to stop the 

atrocities. Murder and theft will method of acquiring more resources for survival.  And 

immorality will be the pleasure pill to take their mind off the pain.   

 

 

 

 


