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5. The Slaves of God (Chapter 7) 

 

a. The Interlude (7:1-3) 

 

 In the midst of a cataclysmic earthquake, a terrified multitude poses the question “Who 

is able to stand?”  Chapter 7 answers this question as the author contrasts the panic of the 

world with the preparedness of the saved. 

 

 John sees four angels standing at the four corners of the earth (here, the Bible does not 

teach a “square earth”; rather, this refers to the four points of the compass).  Obeying God’s 

command via an angel from the East, these four angels hold back the gathering storm of 

judgment on the world until the bondservants of God are sealed on their foreheads.   

 

i. Sealed:  To understand the significance of sealed, we must go back to an Old 

Testament parallel in Ezekiel 9:4-7. 

 

And the LORD said to him, "Go through the midst of the city, even through the midst 

of Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and groan over 

all the abominations which are being committed in its midst."  But to the others He 

said in my hearing, "Go through the city after him and strike; do not let your eye 

have pity, and do not spare.  Utterly slay old men, young men, maidens, little 

children, and women, but do not touch any man on whom is the mark; and you shall 

start from My sanctuary." So they started with the elders who were before the temple.  

And He said to them, "Defile the temple and fill the courts with the slain. Go out!" 

Thus they went out and struck down the people in the city. 
 

- In this situation who is being sealed (vs. 4)? 

 

Essentially believers; those who sigh and groan over the abominations committed against God.   

 

- Why are they sealed (vs. 6)? 

 

So that they will not incur the wrath of God intended for those who practice wickedness.  

 

 Similarly, when the faithful are sealed in the midst of the tribulation, they will 

be protected from divine judgment.  The fact that the angels are told to hold back the 

winds until the bondservants are marked, supports the notion that the sealed will be 

protected.  This does not mean that they will be immune from death, as the faithful may 

still fall by the hand of their enemies. 

  

ii. Bondservants:  The context seems to dictate that these are the 144,000 mentioned in 

the next verse. 

 

iii. Foreheads: This is the most conspicuous part of the body.  Those whom God has 

sealed will be obvious to all. 
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Thought Question: Why do you suppose God decides to allow a little breathing room 

between the judgments?  

 

b. The 144,000 (7:4-8) 

 

 Although some contend that the 144,000 represent the church, there are some clear 

indications that this is not the case.  First, the immediate mention of the twelve tribes by 

name makes it clear that this corresponds to ethnic Jews.  Second, nowhere in the New 

Testament do the twelve tribes refer to something other than ethnic Israel.  Some object 

that since the tribes of Israel were disbanded long ago and are now “lost tribes”, it would be 

impossible for God to restore them; however, we can simply remember that though man 

does not know who comprises the lost tribes, God in His omniscience does know, and in 

His omnipotence He has the power to find and restore them. 

 

In the listing of the twelve tribes, we see some conspicuous absences: 

  

i. Dan:  Some believe that God wiped out the tribe of Dan, but their presence in the 

millennial land distribution (Ez. 48:2) seems to contradict this idea.  A better 

explanation may be that Dan does not have privilege of a protected people due to 

their role in leading Israel headlong into idolatry (Jud. 18:30; cf. 1 Kings 12:28-

29). 

 

ii. Ephraim:  The close link of Ephraim to his father Joseph probably led to the 

substitution of names.  This happens in Judges 1:22 and 35 as well.  Due to 

Ephraim’s notorious association with idolatry, substituting Joseph softens the 

unpleasant connotation the name carried. 

 

Thought Question: Why do you suppose God has sealed and protected the 144,000 

from judgment?  What is His purpose?  

 

First of all, God does not intend for them to suffer the wrath intended for those who practice 

iniquity.  Secondly, He seeks to preserve their life (at this point in time) so that they may 

minister to the masses.  Thirdly, the fact that they will be untouched by the plagues 

demonstrates to those afflicted that the 144,000 find favor with God (which will help their 

message of reconciliation).   

 

c. The Multitude from the Tribulation (7:9-17) 

 

i. The Presence of the Multitude (9-12) 

   

 In a separate vision, John witnesses a numberless multitude. As we see in vs. 14, 

“These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation.”  Perhaps through the 

ministry of the 144,000 as well as literature left behind, millions upon millions of 

people come to know Christ during this period of judgment.  The fact that they worship 

                                                 
cf. confer, compare 
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in the presence of the Lamb may suggest that they were both saved and died during the 

first three and a half years, as a proper understanding of 7:14
23

 suggests that they came 

out or were delivered from the Great Tribulation.   

 

 

Thought Question:  Why do you suppose that the tribulation will precipitate the greatest 

revival the world will ever know? 

 

There are many answers to this question.  One thought would be that the clear supernatural 

judgments reveal that there is a true and living God.  People will also realize that it is in their 

own best interests to repent.  Finally, trials and tribulations have a certain way of breaking 

people.  They make them reconsider the dependability of money, power, relationships, and other 

substitute gods.   

 

 John identifies this multitude as people “from every nation and all tribes and 

peoples and tongues.”  In other words, this multitude includes representatives from 

every single ethnic group known to man.   

 

 Such a picture of heaven sheds light on the purpose of the Great Commission.  

Indeed, in the end God will make disciples of all nations (Matt. 28:19).  This poses the 

question: 

 

Thought Question:  Why does God want disciples from all nations?   

 

Short answer: it gives God the most glory.  See the discussion below for the longer answer. 

 

From this text it is clear that God loves diversity, raising the question, “Why does God 

love diversity?”  Renowned author John Piper answers this question with four reasons 

why diversity magnifies God.
24

  

 

1.  There is a beauty and power of praise that comes from unity in diversity that is 

greater than that which comes from unity alone. 

 

2.  The fame and greatness and worth of an object of beauty increases in proportion 

to the diversity of those who recognize its beauty.  (What makes a book a classic). 

 

3.  The strength and wisdom and love of a leader is magnified in proportion to the 

diversity of people he can inspire to follow him with joy. 

 

4.  By focusing on all people groups of the world, God undercuts ethnocentric pride 

and puts all peoples back upon his free grace rather than any distinctive of their 

own.    

                                                 
23

 In 7:14, “coming out” simply identifies the Saints as those who are no longer in the midst of the Great Tribulation. The 

context seems to suggest that they were saved before the great tribulation as they seem to join the martyrs from the fifth 

seal and this proceeds the onset of the trumpet judgments which would take place in the second half. 
24

 John Piper, Let the Nations Be Glad. (Baker: Grand Rapids, 1993) p. 215-217. 
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Continuing on with John’s vision, we see that the each of the Great Multitude were 

given white robes symbolizing righteousness obtained through the death of Christ, and 

palm branches conveying a picture of triumph.  Much like Jesus’ the triumphal entry 

into Jerusalem in which the people welcomed their Messiah with palm fronds, this 

heavenly throng prepares for a similar and more glorious triumphal return.  And as in 

the original triumphal entry, the palm branches hold a special meaning.  Consider the 

following: 

 

 
1 Mac. 12: 51 

On the twenty-third day of the second month, in the one hundred seventy-

first year,
 
the Jews

 
entered in with praise and palm branches, and with harps and 

cymbals and stringed instruments, and with hymns and songs, because a great 

enemy had been crushed and removed from Israel. 

2 Mac. 10:7 
Therefore, carrying ivy-wreathed wands and beautiful branches and also 

fronds of palm, they offered hymns of thanksgiving to him who had given success to 

the purifying of his own holy place. 
8 
They decreed by public edict, ratified by vote, 

that the whole nation of the Jews should observe these days every year.
9 

Such then 

was the end of Antiochus, who was called Epiphanes. 

 From this passage, we can see how palm branches become a sign of victory and 

triumph for God’s people as they celebrate the overthrow of Antiochus Epiphanes.  

This Roman ruler desecrated the temple by slaughtering a big on the altar, thus he 

became the prototype of the Antichrist who will emulate Antiochus’ actions in the 

abomination of desolation.  As the multitude worship the Lamb and the Father with 

palm branches they prepare for the overthrow of the wicked world ruler who 

shamelessly blasphemes God. 

Thought Question:  How will the overthrow of the Antichrist elicit praise from the Saints?  

What does that action demonstrate about God? 

The Antichrist openly blasphemes and insults their precious Lord.  Further, many of 

the saints had their lives savagely taken at the hands of the Antichrist and his 

henchmen.  Thus, when Christ overthrows the Antichrist it exonerates the faith of the 

Saints as well as vindicate the justice of God.  The Lord will not endure the 

defamation of His character forever.  He will avenge all injustice and make all things 

right.   He is indeed a righteous God. 

   

 

 In unison they sing praises to their God who sent His Son and the Lamb whose 

blood was shed for their sin.  Then the inner circle of angels prostrate themselves 

before both the Father and the Son agreeing with the praise of the multitude and 

ascribing to their Rulers glory, wisdom, thanksgiving, honor, power and might (see pg. 

29 for further elaboration of these traits). 
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ii. God’s Ministry to the Multitude (13-17) 

 

After this doxology of praise one of the elders asks of the origin of multitude.  John 

defers to the Lord who answers that they have been delivered out of the midst of the 

Great Tribulation.  Clothed in white, they have been purified by the blood of the Lamb 

(vs. 14).  Jesus’ sacrifice made them fit for priestly service at the throne of God.  This 

service does not consist in the slaughter and sacrifice of animals, but the continual 

praise which falls off their lips – songs of adoration towards God.  Because of the 

cleansing work of the Lamb each thought and word is without blemish, a pure and 

spotless sacrifice to their Savior.  In response God gives them three provisions. 

 

• He who sits on the throne will spread His tabernacle over them (15a). 
 

This speaks of God sheltering His Saints, protecting them from harm.   

 

• They will hunger no longer, nor thirst anymore (16a)  
 

God will also give them complete bodily nourishment.  They will not feel the pangs 

of hunger nor will they be dizzy from dehydration.   

 

• Nor will the sun beat down on them, nor any heat (16b)   
 

They will never again feel the cruel effects of the sun; sunburns, heat strokes, and 

the discomfort of severe temperatures will be a thing of the past.   

 

How does God ensure that these provisions will come to fruition?  The answer lies in 

verse 17: 

 

For the Lamb in the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and will guide 

them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

 

The Lamb will tenderly shepherd His flock, guarding them from any plagues which 

tormented them during their stay on earth.  He will lead them to the springs of life, 

allowing them drink of the abundant eternal life promised to Jesus’ followers (John 

5:24).  Not only does He promise this life, but He also pledges to comfort all His saints, 

wiping the tears from their eyes.  What a change this must be for the multitude who had 

to live through the throes of the Tribulation.  Truly, their sorrow turned to joy as their 

death brought about eternal bliss. 

 

Thought Question:  How do you suppose this vision of heaven will help the Saints of the 

Tribulation persevere? 

 

 

 


