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b. Testimony of John (22:8-11) 

 

Observation Question:  What are John and the Angel’s responses in vv. 8-9?  

 

 

 

The beloved apostle John certifies this message as trustworthy, as he writes, “I, John, am 

the one who heard and saw these things.”  In other words, John adds his own personal 

guarantee to the words written in this book.  Further, these visions were not manufactured 

in the factory of his imagination, but they are things which he saw and heard.   

 

 Overwhelmed by the experience, John collapses in worship.  Unfortunately, he falls at 

the feet of an angel who promptly censures him.  A quick comparison of the angel’s rebuke 

in the verse and the previous episode in 19:10 highlights a striking dissimilarity. 

 

Revelation 19:10 
“ 

. . . But he said to me, “Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of 

yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; worship God. . .” 

Revelation 22:9 “But he said to me, “Do not do that. I am a fellow servant of yours 

and of your brethren the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book. 

Worship God.” 

As you can see, in the second rebuke the angel mentions that he is a fellow servant of 

John’s brethren the prophets.  By implication, this links John with the high office of the 

heralds of God’s direct revelation. 

 

Thought Question:  How do John’s credentials of being a prophet add credibility to the book 

of Revelation? 

 

To state it simply, He is speaking on behalf of the Lord.  Thus, the content of this book 

are to be equated with Scripture. 

 

  

 Observation Question:  What are the Angel’s instructions in vv. 10-11? 

 

 

 

In the Ancient Near East, important documents were placed in a box and then affixed with 

a clay seal.  Later, papyrus scrolls would be sealed with wax.  With the seal came the 

understanding that only certain people could open and read the contents of the document at 

the authorized time.  God, in His wisdom, has sealed many truths about Himself which 

shall not be known until the proper time.  For instance in Daniel 12:4 we read: 

“But as for you, Daniel, conceal these words and seal up the book until the end of 

time; many will go back and forth, and knowledge will increase.”  
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 God ordained this ‘hiding’ so that the initial readers of Daniel would look for distant 

rather than immediate fulfillment.  In the case of Daniel 12:4 the prophecies mentioned 

take place during the second advent of Christ.  Thus, to guard against any confusion 

between the prophesies with immediate fulfillment and those with implications for the end 

times, the angel tells him to seal the vision of the tribulation.   

Thought Question:  Why weren’t the end times prophecies of Daniel imminent to the original 

readers?  What had to happen first? 

Christ had to accomplish the work of his first advent, where he suffered and died for the 

sins of the world.  

 The angel commands John to unseal the book of Revelation so that we might anticipate 

its fulfillment at any time.  As the angel explains, “The time is near.”    

The open seals also imply accessibility.  The Revelation of John therefore is not to be a 

mysterious book which only the learned and educated can comprehend.  Rather, it is a book 

written to average Christians encouraging them to ready themselves for the return of Christ. 

In light of the near and certain return of Christ, the Angel instructs “Let the one who 

does wrong, still do wrong; and the one who is filthy, still be filthy; and let the one who is 

righteous, still practice righteousness; and the one who is holy, still keep himself holy.”  
While the last two commands make sense to most readers, the first two can cause some 

bewilderment.  Does God really want rebels to continue in their sin?  Indeed God is not 

commanding them to rebel rather He is giving the wicked permission to persist in their sin.   

 At first glance, such a statement may seem fatalistic.  Yet upon further review this 

command stresses the immanency of Christ’s return and the necessity for immediate 

response.  John wrote to seven churches whose faithfulness varied widely.  Some, like the 

churches of Smyrna and Philadelphia, had proven to be faithful.  For them the message of 

Revelation serves as an encouragement to continue in their righteous deeds and remain 

holy.  Yet others, like the church of Laodicea, persist in sin.  The book of Revelation holds 

solemn warnings for this type of church, as it displays the consequences of persistent sin 

and uncovers the filthiness of their souls.   

 It is interesting to note the parallel between the actions of men and the state of their 

souls.  Those who do wrong are labeled as filthy, while those who perform righteous deeds 

are labeled as holy.  This does not reflect works-based salvation, but speaks to the reality of 

a changed life which results from a changed heart. 

  

Now that the book of Revelation has reached its conclusion, John asks the readers to 

make their final decision.  Knowing the judgments of the Tribulation and the ferocity of 

God’s wrath will you repent?  On the positive side, after discovering the splendor of 

heaven and the glory of the New Jerusalem will you give your life to the Lord?      
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Thought Question:  Why is one’s response to the book of Revelation so telling?  How and 

why do many people dismiss its claims (both within and outside of Christendom)? 

See below. 

 One’s response to the book of Revelation and the teachings therein reveals the 

tenderness or hardness of their heart.  For those who tremble at the terrors of the wrath of 

God and marvel at the mysteries of heaven, hope remains as they embrace its message.  Yet 

those who dismiss the message as a mere fairy tale or allow their lives to be unchanged by 

its contents will acquire firsthand knowledge of the wrath of God revealed in this book.   

May those of you sitting on the fence take heed to Charles Spurgeon’s passionate plea: 

  How earnestly I would persuade those of you who are halting between two 

opinions!  Some of you have but a little time to be halting in; your wavering will soon 

be over, for your death warrants are signed, and the angel of death has spread his 

wings to the blast, to bring the fatal summons down.  The grace is appointed for some 

of you within a few weeks or months.  You shall not trifle with God long.  O, I pray 

you, I beseech you, if you have any concern for yourselves, and have any sound 

reason left, seek that your peace may be made with God through the precious blood 

of Christ, that you may be ready to stand before your Maker’s bar, for stand there 

you must and will, ere many days are past.  Consider your ways now, today is the 

accepted time, today is the day of salvation.  The Lord persuade you.  I have done my 

best.  He can do it.  The Lord the Holy Spirit create you anew and make you 

Christians, and His shall be the glory forever and ever.
80

 

 

 

 

c. The Testimony of Jesus (12-21) 

 

 

 The final witness to the book of Revelation is none other than Jesus Himself.  With the 

closing words of Revelation, Jesus certifies this written account.  He also encourages the 

audience to set their minds on His return. 

 

i. Recompense at His Coming (12-15): 

 

Observation Question:  What promises does Jesus make in vv. 12-15? 

 

 

 

 In verse 12, Jesus makes it clear that He is coming with a reward.  Now some might be 

tempted to take this as a reference to the results of believers’ judgment.  In other words, 

Christians will receive special commendation from God on account of ministry done for 

His glory and honor (cf. 1 Cor. 3:10-15; 2 Cor. 5:10).  While other Scriptures do teach this 

doctrine, Revelation 22:12 does not necessarily support this notion.  A few factors mediate 

                                                 
80
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against such an interpretation.  First of all, Jesus promises to reward “every man according 

to their deeds”.  The mention of “every man” expands the scope beyond just Christians.  

Secondly, reward also carries the meaning of recompense.  For example, in the classroom 

the praise of the teacher might be a reward for good behavior while the chastisement of the 

principal may be the “reward” for the bully.  This usage closely parallels Isaiah 40:10: 

 
 
Behold, the Lord GOD will come with might, With His arm ruling for Him. Behold, His 

reward is with Him And His recompense before Him.  

 
 The shepherd will rescue His flock, and deal appropriately with His enemies.   In this 

case of Revelation 22:12, Jesus will reward different people according to what they have 

done – eternal life for the righteous and damnation for the unrighteous.  Thirdly, verse 11 

supports this heaven and hell supposition as the text correlates wrong doing with filthiness 

of the soul and righteous acts with a redeemed soul.  Thus, those who do acts of 

wickedness and righteousness will receive their respective reward.     

   

 

Thought Question:   What will be our immediate reward when Jesus comes back?  Why 

will that be such a time of rejoicing? 

 

We will be vindicated, in that our faith in the unseen will finally be seen.  Also, we will 

dwell in the presence of our Savior giving Him glory and honor forever. 

 

 The reason why Jesus references “My reward” is that it belongs to Him to give.  As the 

“Alpha and Omega” and “the first and the last” and “the beginning and the end” He has 

every right to distribute His reward as He sees fit.  The three titles describe Jesus as the 

everlasting divine.        

 

• “Alpha and Omega”:  This is a title He shares with God the Father.  As 

the co-creator, He resides outside of time with the Father.  

• “The First and the Last” This is a title He shares with the Father in 

Isaiah 44:6 and 48:12.  He is the primal cause and the end of all history.   

• “The Beginning and the End” In other words, what Jesus starts He 

finishes (cf. Heb. 12:2).   

 

Thought Question:  How do these credentials add credibility to this message?  In other 

words, why does Jesus say such things in this passage? 

 

Jesus makes it clear that He is the Lord, the sovereign ruler of all things.  Therefore, 

we can be certain that He will fulfill His promises as He has the omnipotent power to 

do so.  

 

 In verse 14 Jesus offers the last beatitude of the book.  Those who wash their robes 

have the right to eat of the tree of life.  The cleansed robes refer to 7:14 in which those who 

those who came out of the tribulation had their garments washed with the blood of the 
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Lamb. Thus, the current verse teaches that those purified by the blood of Christ have access 

to eternal life.   

 

 Jesus warns the wicked of their fate in verse 15.  The list is familiar to the others (cf. 

21:8, 27) with the addition of dogs.  Unlike contemporary America, dogs were not cuddly 

objects of affection.  Rather throughout the scriptures they represent Male prostitutes 

(Deut. 23:18), Gentiles (Matt. 15:26), and Judaizers (Phil. 3:2-3).  Essentially, people of 

the Ancient Near East associated dogs with immoral people.   The fact that dogs replaces 

“abominable” in the vice list of Revelation 21:8  suggests a corresponding meaning; people 

addicted to unnatural vices.   

 

ii. Jesus Testifies About Himself (16) 

 

 After the Apostle John weighs in, Jesus lends His name to the credibility of the contents 

of this book.  In fact, Christ emphatically declares that He himself sent the testifying angel.  

This angel informed John of the things which must take place.  Then John – in turn – 

conveyed the message to the seven churches of Asia Minor.   

 

 In this declaration, Jesus describes Himself in two ways: 

 

• The Root and Descendent of David:  This is an Old Testament term which links 

the Messiah to the throne of David. 

 

 In 2 Samuel 7:8-16 God makes many promises to King David.  In the original 

setting, the Hebrew King sought to build a house for the Lord, but the Lord opted 

instead to build a house for David.  Yahweh promised to make David’s name great 

(vs. 9), He would insure a place for David’s kingdom (vs. 10), and grant Israel 

peace and security in the Promised Land (vs. 11).  All of these promises came to 

fruition in David’s lifetime.  A second set of promises will be fulfilled after his 

death.  In verse 11 we read that the Lord will make a “house” for David.  In other 

words, Yahweh will establish a dynasty through the lineage of David which will 

last forever.  One of David’s direct descendants will reign over Israel.  Further, God 

will have a special relationship with David’s descendant.  Like a father loves and 

disciplines his son, so will Yahweh with David’s descendents (vs. 13-14).   The 

eternal nature of this covenant led many Israelites to rightfully believe that it would 

culminate in the Messiah. The perfect king will come and reign forever on the 

throne of David.    The following prophecies from Isaiah reinforce this: 

Isaiah 11:1
 
Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from 

his roots will bear fruit.  

Isaiah 11:10
 
Then in that day The nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who 

will stand as a signal for the peoples; And His resting place will be glorious. 

 The prophetic context of those two passages points forward to the reign and rule 

of this Davidic king.  Thus, when we talk of Jesus Christ, we do not speak of the 
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son of Mary and Joseph Christ – as if Christ was simply his surname.  Rather, 

Christ is the Greek equivalent of messiah.  It describes His divine title and marks 

Him as the heir to this throne of David. 

Thought Question:  Why does Jesus go through the trouble of describing Himself as the 

“root and descendant of David”?  What does this suggest about Revelation’s target 

audience? 

It seems to suggest that it is written to the Jews.  God still has a plan for them and 

seeks to restore them as His people.  

 

• The Bright Morning Star:  This refers to the last flickering star before the dawn 

of a new day.  In the case of Christ, it speaks of the one who removes the darkness 

of sin and ushers in the new day (age) of righteousness. 

   

Thought Question:  Why is “the Bright Morning Star” such an appropriate title for Christ? 

 

When He returns He will usher in a New Era.  The darkness of sin and evil will be 

eradicated and the light of truth will shine forth.  

 

 

 

 

iii. The Testimony of the Spirit and the Bride (17) 

 

 In the midst of His personal testimony, Jesus quotes both the Spirit, the Bride.  The 

Holy Spirit either directly or indirectly through the prophetic office solicits the Lord’s 

return (19:10).  They long for the vindication of their message. Further, the church on earth 

– the bride- eagerly awaits her redemption so that she might enjoy intimate and eternal 

communion with her Savior.     

 

 Moving on in the verse, Jesus appeals to the audience.  He invites them to participate in 

a responsive reading.  After each of the churches of Asia Minor ponders their custom 

tailored warnings in light of the tribulation and the New Jerusalem, Jesus instructs them on 

the appropriate response.  The text of Revelation should cause immediate repentance and or 

encouragement. Their hearts should leap within their chest cavity and cause them to beckon 

Christ to “Come.”  

 

 Then Jesus makes them an offer they can’t refuse.  If they are thirsty – let them come.  

In other words, if you ache to be right with God and long for soul satisfying fellowship - 

come.    If you long for the water of eternal life, it is available free of charge – as Christ 

picked up your tab.   

 

iv. Warning Against Tampering (18-19) 
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Observation Question:  What is the nature of the warning in vv. 18-19 and to whom does 

it apply? 

 

 Insights from earlier in Revelation as well as 1 John demonstrate the necessity of such 

a strong warning in Revelation 22:18-19.  In 1 John 4:1 we read:   

 
1 

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 

because many false prophets have gone out into the world.  

 The apostle writing to the churches of Asia Minor -  the same group as Revelation- 

instructs them to practice prophetic discernment.  False prophets presented a real danger to 

the church as they fed the flock demonic doctrines.  We see this reality in Revelation 2:20.  

The angel disapproves of the church of Thyatira tolerating the prophetess Jezebel. The 

repeated references to the Nicolaitan heresy  (Rev. 2:2,6,14-15,24) also suggests that 

churches of Asia minor were inundated with false prophecy.   

 This historical backdrop gives this final warning a sense of urgency.   

Revelation 22:18-19 
 
I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this 

book: if anyone adds to them, God will add to him the plagues which are written in this 

book; 
19 

and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will 

take away his part from the tree of life and from the holy city, which are written in this 

book.  

 Notice how Jesus specifically labels the book of Revelation as a book of prophecy.  As 

the churches waded through the swamp of false prophecy, Jesus singles out Revelation as 

the real deal.  Thus, it should not be contaminated with the insights of false teachers.   

Thought Question:  Revelation – more so than any book of the Bible – contains the 

strongest provisions against tampering.  Why do you believe this is so?  (consider the 

aforementioned historical background) 

 

A false prophet may be tempted to augment this book with their own teachings and 

visions.   

 

Thought Question:  How does one add to or subtract from a book of prophecy? (Deut. 

4:2) 

 

One adds to the book of prophecy by proclaiming one.  They may not splice the pages 

of Revelation with their own vision.   Rather, they would simply authoritatively utter 

their own – suggesting that it has equal weight with Revelation.  
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 The comprehensive scope of Revelation leaves little to be augmented.  In Chapters 2-3 

the book peers into the hearts of the church and gives them strong prophetic warnings.  As 

it moves through chapters 4-22  Revelation projects the entire panorama of the future.  

Therefore, any additional prophecy directed towards the church or with regards to the 

future would render the panorama incomplete.  In other words, everything that is to be said 

about the future has been said.  Thus, the goal of these admonitions is to make Revelation 

“False Prophet Proof.” 

 Now, some would question this premise by pointing out the ministry of the two 

prophets of Revelation 11.  Yet, their prophetic ministry has already been predicted by 

Revelation.  John sets them up as the next prophetic witness on the historical timetable.  A 

similar situation occurred in Malachi.  The Prophecy of Malachi 4:4-6 seems to suggest 

that God will send an Elijah to announce the advent of the Lord.  Until then, revelation 

from God would cease.  This silence lasted four centuries until the angel appeared to 

Zacharias in the temple (Luke 1:11) announcing the coming of this Elijah.   

  

 Jesus makes it very clear that those who purposefully tamper with Revelation will not 

inherit the New Jerusalem.  Rather, they will incur the ferocious wrath of God laid out in 

this Book.   

 

 

v.  Farewell (20-21) 

 

 In verse 20, Jesus responds to the request of the Spirit and the Bride (vs. 17) in 

declaring, “Yes, I am coming quickly.”  With that we have the final promise of the Bible.  

According to Jesus’ very own words, He shall return, and He will do so quickly.  In other 

words, we should expect it at any time.  The fact that two thousand years have passed 

should not lead us to doubt such a promise.  Rather we should be even more expectant as 

the time is closer than ever. 

 

  Such a promise is greeted with enthusiasm by the Book’s author.  “Amen, come Lord 

Jesus.”  After the exhilaration of this prophetic experience, John prays that the vision will 

transcend into reality.   

Thought Question:  Who can repeat John’s prayer “Amen, come Lord Jesus”?  In other 

words, what kind of belief and lifestyle do you need to have to be excited about the Lord’s 

return?  If you are not excited about His return what might that suggest about you? 

Those Christians who faithfully walk with the Lord, live every day as if it was their 

last, and find true joy in the Lord – not the world – can heartily affirm this prayer.  

 The final words of vs. 21 seem most unusual for a book of prophecy as such salutations 

are saved for letters.  Yet, this was a book written to real people.  John out of pastoral 

concern prays that the readers of this letter will be blessed.  Indeed, all who anticipate the 

Lord’s imminent return will be blessed in this life and the life to come.   



A Survey of Revelation  �                                                                                                The Final Message (22:6-21)                                                                                                                                          

184 

 

 With that brief statement, the Revelation of Jesus Christ comes to a close.  May all who 

study this book of the prophecy enjoy the rich blessings of anticipation.  May we look daily 

to the sky wondering is today is the day that Jesus returns.  May we forsake the pleasures 

of this world knowing that our true treasure rests elsewhere.  Finally, may our hearts sing in 

unison the words of  Horatio G. Spafford’s immortal hymn: 

And, Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight, the clouds be rolled back as a scroll: 

The trump shall resound and the Lord shall descend, “Even so”—it is well with my soul.
81
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