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iii.  The Tree of Life (22:1-5) 

 

Observation Question: What are some of the distinctive features of the New Jerusalem which John 

observes in vv. 1-5? 

 

 

 

 This final scene in John’s vision not only represents the climax of the book of 

Revelation, but that of the entire Bible.  In the beginning, God made the Heavens and the Earth 

– a utopian paradise where He would dwell with His creation forever.  Yet, that paradise was 

lost through the wiles of Satan and the sin of Adam and Eve.  God dispatched angels with the 

flaming sword to banish the couple from the Garden – insuring that they would not eat from 

the tree of life.  In the final section of John’s heavenly vision we gather a glimpse of paradise 

restored as God completely reverses the curse of sin. 

 

 In verse 1, the angelic tour guide takes John within the walls of the city.  To His 

amazement he beholds a crystal clear river cascading down from the throne of God and the 

Lamb.  

 

Thought Question:  How does the mention of the fact that the Father and the Son are sitting 

on the same throne balance some of the tensions of the Trinity?  In other words how does it 

maintain the deity and distinctiveness of each person?    

 

The Father and Son are distinct individuals with shared authority.  This prohibits a 

modalistic understanding of the Trinity which teaches that the Father morphs into the 

Son and then Son morphs into the Spirit; thus, eradicating all personal distinction.  The 

fact, that they sit on the same throne demonstrates that each regards the other as worthy 

of worship, as they allow the other to share in their exalted position.  

 

 This river consists of the water of eternal life.  During the earthly ministry, Jesus Christ 

promised such living water to the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4:14).  Living water 

satiates and satisfies a parched and weary soul.  It invigorates and renews one’s vitality.  This 

living water that flows from the throne of both the Father and the Son, will bring eternal 

vitality to all those who drink of it. This river hearkens back to the original river in Eden which 

divided into four.  Such imagery reminds us of the paradise which Adam lost. 

 

Thought Question:  In light of the fact that God eradicates the ocean from the New Heavens 

and the New Earth – why do you suppose that He forms a river?  What makes the symbolism 

of the river more inviting than that of the ocean? 

 

There are many answers to this question.  On that comes to mind is that a river conveys 

refreshment and nourishment.  For instance, the river provides fresh water for drinking 

and irrigation, helping to sustain the lives of those who live around it.  

 As John proceeds with the vision we find that this river of eternal life flows along the 

middle of the main boulevard.  On either side of the embankment lies the tree of life.  The 
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mention of the tree of life on both sides of the street can be perplexing.  Yet, this puzzle can be 

unlocked through two Old Testament allusions.  

 Throughout this vision, John’s language resonates with the descriptions of the New 

Temple as described by the prophet Ezekiel.  For instance, when describing a life giving river 

in  Ezekiel 47:7 he records: 

7 
Now when I had returned, behold, on the bank of the river there were very many trees on 

the one side and on the other.  

  According to this description, the river would run in the middle of the street, thus paths paved 

with gold would lie on both sides of the river.  Then the trees would line the outside of the 

golden freeway lanes.  Many dispute this picture by mentioning that John reveals a solitary tree 

of life.  Yet, this would be a case of what Greek grammarians call a composite singular.  Just 

like sand or sheep can mean one or many.  The term tree (as least in the Greek) can refer to one 

or many as well.  The reason why John chooses this language is to point us back to the tree of 

life in the garden.  In the garden the fruit of the tree of life would bestow continuing life (Gen. 

2:9, 17; 3:1–24). Before Adam and Eve sinned, they had free access to this special tree.  With 

their rebellion, God sent two cherubim who guarded the way to the tree preventing them from 

dining upon its fruit. 

Adam and Eve’s inability to eat from this tree meant that eternal life escaped them. 

Because of their sin, they were now subject to death and dying. This condition lasted until the 

coming of Jesus Christ, the second Adam, who offers eternal life to all who believe in Him 

(John 3:16; 1 John 5:11–12). 

 In Revelation 2:7 Jesus promises the Church of Ephesus that if they take heed to His 

exhortations and overcome they will eat of the tree of life.  In other words, they will inherit the 

right to eat from it.  Like the river of life, the tree of life is widely available to all those who 

desire to eat of it.  The public access along the eternal city’s main thoroughfare make it quite 

clear that God intends all people to freely eat and drink from these life giving resources.  This 

tree yields a different fruit every month and its leaves have tremendous healing power.  Thus, 

all people from all walks of life might participate in the blessings of this tree.   

Thought Question:  Why doesn’t God just imbue us with eternal life in the eternal state, why 

do you suppose He desires us to eat from the tree? 

It could be that He wants us to continually rely upon Him in the eternal state.   

   Both the image of the river of life and the tree of life confirm the words of verse 3 

“There will no longer by any curse.”  Genesis 3 shows God’s response to human sin. Because 

of its sin and unrighteousness, He cursed the world that He had made. At the other end of the 

Bible, Revelation 22:3 announces that there will no longer be a curse. All that happens 
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between Genesis 3 and Revelation 22 is related to God’s efforts to reverse His curse and 

redeem His creation.
77

    

 Now instead of mankind living in rebellion against a Holy God, we find the residents of 

the eternal city serving as bond slaves.  God will truly triumph over the wills of men. 

Thought Question:  Who does and doesn’t the idea of begin eternal bond slaves to God appeal 

to and why?  

For the non-christian obligating yourself to anyone is revolting as their lives center their 

own personal fulfillment.  On the other hand, true Christians realize that true joy comes 

to the man or woman who sacrifices themselves in service to the Lord.  

Luke 9:24 (NASB95)
 
“For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 

life for My sake, he is the one who will save it.  

 As John goes on to describe the grandeur of heaven he points out that these bond slaves 

will see God’s face.  In contrast to Adam and Eve who hid themselves from God when they 

sinned or even Moses who was only allowed to see God’s back, no man in his present 

condition can see God and live.  Yet, in heaven we shall all see God face to face.  Such hope 

will fulfill the blessed promise of Jesus given in Matthew 5:8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, 

for they shall see God.”  

 Further, all of the residents take His name upon their forehead.  The pronoun “His” is 

purposefully ambiguous as it refers to both the Father and the Son.  This symbolizes God’s 

ownership of the Saints and the confirmation of their inheritance in heaven.   

 Finally in verse 5 John points out that there will be no night.  The best day of our 

existence will extend for all of eternity, as we bask in the glory of Our Father.  And on top of it 

all, the saints themselves will rule over all of the earth forever and ever.  Thus, fulfilling the 

mandate given by the Lord to our original ancestors in Genesis 1:26: 

 “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish 

of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over 

every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”  

Thought Question:  Why do you suppose God still allows the Saints to rule?  Why was it part 

of His original design to begin with?  How do such actions glorify God? 

As mentioned above, God gave dominion to Adam and Eve as they were created in His 

likeness.  In the eternal state, God will still allow man –made in His image – to fulfill their 

original destiny.  At that point in time, we will fully comprehend God’s original plan for 

mankind, as they mimic their maker through working and ruling.  
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 Before we proceed with this study, it may be prudent to thoughtfully consider the 

ramifications of what we have just learned.  In the mind of commentator Craig Keener, this 

vision of the New Jerusalem should solicit four responses:  

1. A Realization of God’s incredible love.  

 The New Jerusalem serves as a wedding present.  It is a place in which our loving 

husband has been laboring to prepare since He first ascended into the heavens.  Not only has 

Christ shown His love by gifting us this city, but by securing our inheritance through His 

suffering on the cross.  In the words of Paul in Romans 8:32 “
 
He who did not spare His own 

Son, but delivered Him over for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all 

things?”  

 Such an image of heavenly fellowship with the true lover of our souls will be a comfort 

to all weary Christians.  To the overworked pastor who feels unappreciated, to the wounded 

wife abandoned by her husband, to the shy child teased by peers for her weight or his pimples, 

to any of us in our brokenness, the greatest comfort is God’s love. We can afford to be 

vulnerable with Him concerning our pain, because we know He shares our pain with us. When 

the hardships seem too great to bear — as they must have seemed to many of the first 

Christians who heard Revelation read to them — we must remember that His love gives us a 

promise of fulfillment ahead. And if the hardships tempt us to doubt His present love and our 

future hope, we only need look back to the cross, where God in the flesh shared our pain with 

us and in our stead.  

 

 2. A Valuation of True wealth.  

 

Thought Question:  How can an understanding of the New Jerusalem place jewels, precious 

metals, and money in the proper perspective? 

 

There are man answers to this question, for an example see below.   

 

 We also recognize that the standard of wealth for which people strive in this world will 

be a common substance by the standards of the coming world (21:18, 21). The truest wealth is 

the glory of the Lamb (21:11, 23 – 26; 22:5). So many of us labor for a bigger house, a 

relaxing vacation, or fine jewelry, yet such finer things in life will pale in comparison to the 

grandeur of the world to come.  For all of the pearls, precious metals, and gems the true 

treasure of the eternal city can be found in the Father and the Son.  For those who pursue life’s 

little luxuries like a bigger house, nicer car, and extravagant vacation know that they will not 

bring you as much delight as a dynamic relationship with the living God.   

 

3. A Determination to Follow Christ: 

 

Thought Question:  How do thoughts of the New Jerusalem strengthen one’s resolves to 

follow Christ? 

 

There are man answers to this question, for an example see below.   
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 The vice list (21:8, 27) warns that we cannot truly follow Christ, yet deny Him in how 

we live; fear and unbelief dare not dissuade us from martyrdom, so we need to strengthen 

Christian faith now before the test comes. We dare not compromise with the world’s values or 

betray or slander fellow Christians before the world or indulge false prophets of compromise in 

the church.  

 

 The lists of sins provide the severest possible warnings against such offenses (21:8, 

27). This includes sexual immorality and magic arts. Many ministers have capitulated into the 

spirit of the age and have refused to preach on sexual immorality.  The reason being, that such 

sin is irresistible and they feared that they would drive their congregants away.  We also notice 

a widespread infatuation with the occult.  From psychic hotlines to a growing infatuation with 

witchcraft - the culture and for that matter many in the church are becoming ensnared to such 

vices.    

 

 4.  A Resolution to Communicate eternal judgment and eternal bliss. 

 
 

 Thought Question: How do thoughts of the New Jerusalem motivate Christians to be more 

resolved in the proclamation of the Gospel? 
 

There are many answers to this question, for an example see below.   
 

 America’s culture of tolerance has made talk of eternal judgment unfashionable, but we must 

find relevant ways to communicate that image at the appropriate time. Four sections in the latter 

part of John’s prophecy end on the same note of stern warning (20:15; 21:8, 27; 22:15). For 

those who do not overcome the wiles of the world, they will inherit the Lake of Fire instead of 

the Eternal City.  
78

 

   

2. The Final Message (22:6-21) 

 A comparison of the first and last segments of Revelation highlights God’s purpose for this 

book.  Consider the following similarities:     

Revelation 1.1 Revelation 22:6 

God gave Jesus [His revelation] the Lord God has sent His angel 

to show His servants to show His servants 

what must soon take place what must soon take place 

by sending His angel  
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Revelation 1:3 Revelation 22:7, 10 

Blessed are the ones who hear the words Blessed is the one who keeps the words 

of this prophecy and who heed the things 

written in it. 
of the prophecy of this book. 

For the time is near. For the time is near. 

Revelation 1:8, 17 Revelation 22:13 

I am the Alpha and the Omega I am the Alpha and the Omega 

the First and the Last. the First and the Last. 

Revelation 1:1 Revelation 22:16 

And he made it known by sending I, Jesus, have sent 

His angel to His servant John My angel to you to testify these things 

who testified. in the churches. 
79

  

 As the above chart shows, the final segment of Revelation brings the message of this 

illustrious book full circle.  Not only does this aspect demonstrate John’s literary mastery, but 

the repeated themes highlight the Lord’s intentions. God dispatched an angel to John in order 

that he might record the nature of Christ’s imminent return, serving to magnify Christ in the 

minds of present-day saints.  Although many will not participate in each and every event of 

Revelation in this lifetime, the knowledge of the future does bless us immensely.   

 In this last section, three testimonies are offered to affirm John’s words and give us a 

certain hope of the return of our precious Lord. 

a. Testimony of the Angel (22:6-7) 

 

Observation Question: How does the verse 6 vouch for the credibility of “these words”? 

 

 

 

 The first of the three witnesses is the angel.  This messenger sent from God proved 

instrumental in assisting John with the composition of this book. 

 

i. The Authenticity of the Book (vs. 6)   The terminology of this verse assures the 

readers of the truthfulness of this book.  First of all, John labels the contents of 

Revelation as “faithful and true.”    

 

Thought Question:  Why do you suppose John makes it so clear that the contents of the 

book are right and true?  What aspects of Revelation may lead to skepticism? (2 Pet. 3:3-4) 

 

With each passing day, as we move incrementally closer to the Lord’s return 

skepticism heightens.  The two thousand year gap cause many cynics to claim that 
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Jesus will never return.  Peter warns of such mockers with the following:  2 Peter 3:3-

4 
 
Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, 

following after their own lusts, 
4 

and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For 

ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of 

creation.”  

Yet, Peter cautions us from falling headlong off the cliff of doubt by stating: 

2 Peter 3:8-9
 
But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord 

one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. 
9 

The Lord is not 

slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing 

for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. 

Similarly, John reminds us that we can be absolutely certain that Jesus is coming 

back, and He will fulfill every last promise as his testimony is faithful and true.  

 The aforementioned message is authentic in every way.  The Angel who proclaims 

this segment substantiates the veracity of John’s message through the peculiar way in 

which he describes God.  He is the “God of the spirits of the prophets.”  This sheds 

some light on how God works with the spirit of man to produce the prescribed message.  

The term ‘spirit’ speaks of the cognitive faculties of man.  When Scripture is scribed, 

God enlightens man and empowers him with the Holy Spirit to express the very words 

of God.  In other words, the Lord uses John’s personality, diction, and vocabulary to 

express His message.  Even though the apostle is fallen (even sinning during the course 

of this vision in his idolatrous worship of an angel), the text of His message has been 

certified by the Grand Inspector of the universe.  

 

Thought Question: Why do you suppose God chose to pen the Scriptures through men?  

What does this suggest about their intended accessibility? 

 

There are many possible answers.  One could be that God intends for men to 

understand His revelation.  In other words, it was written through men to men.  In 

doing so, God’s truth is communicated through language and metaphors which 

humans can comprehend.   

 

ii.   The Arrival is at Hand (vs. 7)   With the certification of the message, the Angel 

reminds the reader that Jesus is coming soon.  Then he pronounces the beatitude, 

“Blessed is he who heeds the words of the prophecy of this book.”   

 

Thought Question:  What does it mean to heed prophecy, and how would that necessarily 

lead to a blessing? 

 

To heed prophecy is to live in light of its contents.  Thus, you allow yourself to be 

comforted by the promises and you change your life in accordance with the warnings.  

This leads to a life of blessing as you reside squarely in the will of God.  

 


