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c. The Final Revolt (20:7-10) 

 

Observation Question:  Who are the main actors and what do they do in verses 7 to10? 

 

 

 

 

 The thousand-year reign will be an epic time of peace and prosperity.  Christ will rule 

magnificently and all the people in the earth will submit to His policies and standards.  Yet, 

in spite of Jesus’ performance as Governor and King, many people will still not be satisfied 

with the state of affairs. And as we shall see, Satan will capitalize on these inner 

grumblings and make one final push to dethrone the King of kings.   

 

i. The Release (vs. 7) At the end of the 1,000-year reign of Christ, Satan will be released 

from his prison.  As mentioned above, although the millennial kingdom will initially be 

populated by believers, it doesn’t necessarily follow that their children will share the 

same faith.  While externally obedient, these unbelievers await an opportunity to rise up 

in defiance against Jesus Christ.  Much like Musab al-Zarqawi, who masterfully 

unified, organized and inspired the Iraqi insurgents, Satan will provide cohesive 

leadership to the disgruntled members of the millennial kingdom.  As we shall see, He 

will skillfully organize them into a fighting force which will attempt to overthrow the 

King of kings. 

 

Thought Question:  In light of the fact that the Millennium will be a time of peace and 

prosperity, why will many attempt a coup d’état against Christ? 

 

The Christian’s who survive the tribulation do not enter glorified.  Thus, their children 

are still born with the sin nature.  Although the influence of Christ is pervasive, the 

unregenerate heart will still be lured into sin and rebellion against God; especially, when 

Satan begins his deceptions when he is released.   

 

 

ii. Assembling the Rebels (vs. 8) Deception seems to be the tool of the trade, the only 

thing that could make even the most self-serving among us discontent with the 

blessings of the Millennial Kingdom.   

 

Gog and Magog:  Rebels from the four corners of the earth will be assembled together 

under the leadership of Gog and Magog (Ezek. 38:5-6).  The mere mention of this 

name takes many thoughtful Bible students back to the climactic battle of the 38
th

 and 

39
th

 chapters of Ezekiel. 

 

 Many interpreters struggle to place this momentous battle in their future 

forecast of end-time events.  Some say that the battle mentioned in Ezekiel takes place 

before the tribulation while others say that it takes place at the midpoint of the 

tribulation; still others claim that this is a restatement of the battle mentioned in 

Chapter 19.  It would be best to take Revelation 20:7-10 at face value and conclude 
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that the battle mentioned in Ezekiel 38 through 39 takes place at the end of the 

millennium for the following reasons: 

 

1.  A comparison of Revelation 20:7-10 and Ezekiel 38-39 reveals many 

similarities.  Both mention Gog and Magog and emphasize the huge number of soldiers 

involved (Ezek. 38:4,6).  The location of each battle is in Israel, and the war is 

concluded by supernatural fire from God (Ezek. 39:6).   

 

2.  Placing the battle in the midst of the tribulation is difficult, since a careful 

reading of Ezekiel 38-39 in light of chapters 36-37 make it clear that Israel is both 

nationally and spiritually restored.  Such is not the case with Israel in the midst of the 

tribulation as the gentiles trample underfoot the Holy City of Jerusalem.  Further, it’s 

not until Jesus returns and the house of David looks upon the one that they pierced 

(Zech. 12:10), that Israel will be completely restored.  That event, of course, happens at 

the end of the tribulation.     

 

3.  The minor differences between the two accounts of the battle can be explained 

by the fact that Revelation 20:7-10 is simply a cursory account of the conflict. 

 

4.  Finally, the chronology of Revelation chapter 20 makes it clear that a thousand 

years transpired between the battle of Armageddon and this war. 
69

 

   

 In view of these four factors, it’s best to see Ezekiel 38 through 39 as a predictive 

prophecy of these great battles of the future.   

   

Gather them together for war:  Satan will use his wiles to deceive the nations into 

assembling a great army to take on the King of kings.   

 

The Sand of the Seashore:  Most experts estimate that in 1000 AD the population of 

the world was around 300 million.  That number increased to roughly 6 billion in just 

over a thousand years.  Keep in mind, this explosion happened despite numerous wars, 

plagues, and famine.  In the millennium, those devastating factors will not exist, as the 

land will flourish, people will live in peace, and disease will be nearly unheard of.  

Thus, the world population at the close of the millennium will be tremendous.   

 

 With this in mind, it’s easy to see how the armies of the enemy will be as 

extensive as the grains of sand at the seashore.   

 

Thought Question:  Throughout history believers have often sought to form a Christian utopia 

on earth.  John Calvin governed Geneva, the Puritans founded the Plymouth Colony, and many 

strong Christian parents instruct with the Word of God and shelter their children from the 

influences of the world. Yet given enough time, all of these utopias eventually fall apart.  In 

light of these examples, and the demise of the Christian utopia in Revelation 20:7-10, what 

must transpire in order to achieve true, everlasting peace?    

                                                 
69

 For an excellent article which defends this view point consult:  

J. Paul Tanner, “Rethinking Ezekiel’s Invasion by Gog,” JETS39/1 (March 1996) 29-46. 
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True and lasting peace among men can only take place when each and every person on 

the planet has peace with God.  This happens when God graciously regenerates and 

redeems the hearts of men.  External conformity of their behavior is no substitute for the 

washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit.    

 

iii. The Battle (vs. 9)  The arrogance of Satan and man will cause them to confidently 

march into Israel and surround the capital city of the saints.  All the while, Jesus 

patiently waits until the Father executes His plan for victory.  Fire from heaven will be 

sent to defend the saints and devour their enemies.  At that point, the saints will be 

spared and the last insurrection against God will be extinguished.   

  

iv. The Demise (vs. 10)  Satan unwittingly fits into God’s plan as he revealed all men and 

women who had not aligned their hearts with Christ.  Though God undoubtedly knew 

their hearts, their own rebellion manifested in this final conflict exalts God’s justice as 

He punishes them for their clear sin.  At this point, God disposes of Satan forever, 

sending him to join the Antichrist and the False Prophet in the Lake of Fire.  There, he 

will be tormented day and night forever.   

 

 

 

 

19. Final Judgment (20:11-15) 

 

Revelation 20:11-15 describes the final sentencing of the lost, and is perhaps the most 

serious, sobering passage in the entire Bible.  In this courtroom setting history’s final trial 

unfolds, with the accused, consisting of all of the unsaved who have ever lived, being tried for 

their past deeds.  The Judges, God the Father and Jesus Christ, will now mete out retribution to 

those lost souls to whom They once offered mercy.  The punishment is described as a Lake of 

Fire, a terrifying picture of the suffering incurred by eternal separation from God.  In its 

austerity this vision provides very little in the way of gory details, but even brevity and 

simplicity cannot conceal the horrors of eternal judgment.  

 

 

a.  The Great White Throne (vs. 11) 

 

Observation Question: What is described in verse 11?  

 

Thought Question:  What is the significance of great, white, and throne? 

 

 

 John beholds a great white throne, suggesting the presence of a regal resident.  His 

throne is great, being the throne of final judgment, and white, for the verdicts delivered 

there are absolutely holy and righteous.    
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 Much debate has ensued regarding who it is that sits on the throne, with some 

contending that it is Christ and others insisting that it is the Father.  The imagery from 

which this vision borrows comes from Daniel 7:9-10 which reads:  

“I kept looking Until thrones were set up, And the Ancient of Days took His seat; His 

vesture was like white snow And the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne was 

ablaze with flames, Its wheels were a burning fire. A river of fire was flowing And 

coming out from before Him; Thousands upon thousands were attending Him, And 

myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; The court sat, And the books were 

opened.  

 This passage, along with the vision in chapter 4 of the Father sitting on the throne, 

seems to indicate that the Father is in view here.  Yet other passages make it very clear that 

all judgment has been handed over to the Son.  Consider the following: 

John 5:22 “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to 

the Son”  

Acts 17:31
 “

because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in 

righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all 

men by raising Him from the dead.”  

 These scriptures seem to indicate that the great white throne judgment belongs to 

Christ.  These contrasting viewpoints can be harmonized through  Revelation 3:21, which 

reads
 
‘He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also 

overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.’  

 Moving on, the second half of the verse tells us that earth and heaven flee away.  Since 

God is everywhere, this cannot mean that the elements distance themselves from God; 

rather, they implode into nothingness.  In other words, the material elements of the 

universe are disposed of, and waiting to be replaced.  The apostle Peter refers to this event 

in 2 Peter 3:12-13, “looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of 

which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense 

heat!
 
 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in 

which righteousness dwells.  Whether this is a complete implosion into nothingness or a 

radical recreating, it is clear that the old earth is completely decimated.   

 

b.  The Judgment (vs. 12-13) 

 

Observation Question: Who is judged and how is this judgment conducted? 

 

 

 Now John beholds men and woman, both small and great—in essence, people from all 

walks of life: Hollywood actors, powerful politicians, and Nobel Prize winners will stand 



 Survey of Revelation  �                                                                                                                               Final 

Judgment (20:11-15)   

152 

 

beside housekeepers, farmers and slaves, as they all wait to have their lives reviewed by the 

Living God.  Indeed, His justice does not discriminate.     

 

 In this final courtroom scene, the judge utilizes two different books.  The first is a 

register of all the deeds which an individual has done, whether good or bad.  The following 

Scriptures mention this register: 

Psalm 56:8
 “
You have taken account of my wanderings; Put my tears in Your bottle. 

Are they not in Your book?”  

Daniel 7:10 “A river of fire was flowing And coming out from before Him; 

Thousands upon thousands were attending Him, And myriads upon myriads were 

standing before Him; The court sat, And the books were opened.”  

Malachi 3:16 
“
Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one another, and the LORD 

gave attention and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written before Him for 

those who fear the LORD and who esteem His name.”  

Matthew 12:37 “For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will 

be condemned.” 

 With the hard evidence of their actual deeds, the lost stand condemned, as God the 

Judge reveals their wickedness for all to see.   

 

Thought Question:  When people stand before God, how do you suppose they will try to 

justify themselves? (Matt. 7:21-23) 

Matthew 7:21-23  
21 

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who 

does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter. 
22 

“Many will say to Me on that day, 

‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in 

Your name perform many miracles?’ 
23 

“And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; 

DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’ 

Many people will endeavor to point to their good works and deeds, but as we shall see in 

the next question this necessarily leads to condemnation.  

 

 

Thought Question:  Why would a judgment by works necessarily lead to condemnation?  (cf. 

Isa. 64:6; Rom. 3:10-18) 

 

Isaiah 64:6 
 
For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds 

are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, 

take us away.  
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Romans 3:10-18 
 
as it is written, “THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE; 

11 
THERE IS 

NONE WHO UNDERSTANDS, THERE IS NONE WHO SEEKS FOR GOD; 
12 

ALL HAVE TURNED ASIDE, 

TOGETHER THEY HAVE BECOME USELESS; THERE IS NONE WHO DOES GOOD, THERE IS NOT 

EVEN ONE.” 
13 

“THEIR THROAT IS AN OPEN GRAVE, WITH THEIR TONGUES THEY KEEP 

DECEIVING,” “THE POISON OF ASPS IS UNDER THEIR LIPS”; 
14 

“WHOSE MOUTH IS FULL OF 

CURSING AND BITTERNESS”; 
15 

“THEIR FEET ARE SWIFT TO SHED BLOOD, 
16 

DESTRUCTION AND 

MISERY ARE IN THEIR PATHS, 
17 

AND THE PATH OF PEACE THEY HAVE NOT KNOWN.” 
18 

“THERE 

IS NO FEAR OF GOD BEFORE THEIR EYES.”  

Essentially, all of our works fall way short of God’s standard.  Relative to other sinners, 

we may be a good person.  But we must not measure ourselves from the bottom up, but 

from a Holy God down.  

 The testimony of this first book supports the contents of the “Book of Life” – the 

complete list of all of those redeemed and regenerated by the precious blood of the Lamb.  

The following passages describe this eternal registry:   

Daniel 12:1 “Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the 

sons of your people, will arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never 

occurred since there was a nation until that time; and at that time your people, 

everyone who is found written in the book, will be rescued.”  

Luke 10:20 “Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but 

rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven.”  

    In preparation for this final judgment God resurrects the lost.  John records that the sea 

gives up the dead: those lost souls who went down with the Arizona, the Titanic, and the 

Kursk will be retrieved.
70

  Further, death and Hades will surrender the bodies entrusted to 

their keep.  This refers to the underworld where the dead are kept until the proper time.  

When a person dies, his body descends into the grave and his soul enters a holding place 

where he awaits the proper time, at which he will be fused together once again for final 

judgment.               

 

        This resurrection is markedly different from the first resurrection in verses 5 to 6.  In 

the previous account, the resurrected are blessed because they do not partake in the second 

death.  Sadly, that is not the case here.   

                                                 
70

 Having claimed the lives of countless multitudes, the sea at God’s command gave up the dead that were in it. The sea is 

symbolic of a demonic power that holds the invisible graves of its victims. The ancients attached great importance to 

burial, which was denied those whom the sea had swallowed, and whose bodies decomposed. For a corpse to be left 

unburied, here because of the sea’s power, was an act of irreverence (compare Jer. 8:1–2; 14:16; Ezek. 29:5). Some 

scholars note that the disappearance of heaven and earth (v. 12) seems to conflict with the presence of the sea. But this is a 

matter of authorial freedom of placing “events in the reverse of their logical order (see 3:3, 17; 5:5; 6:4; 10:4, 9; 22:14).” 

Kistemaker, Simon J., and William Hendriksen. Vol. 20, New Testament Commentary : Exposition of the Book of 

Revelation. Accompanying biblical text is author's translation. New Testament Commentary, Page 547. Grand Rapids: 

Baker Book House, 1953-2001. 
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Thought Question:  In 2 Corinthians 7:10 we read of two kinds of grief: “For the sorrow 

that is according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to 
salvation, but the sorrow of the world produces death.”  What kind of grief will people show 

when they are confronted with their sin before the great White Throne and why?   

They will weep and mourn, but they will be reluctant to turn to God for forgiveness. 

This is akin to grief of Judas who opted to kill himself instead of turning to Christ in 

contrite repentance.   The sorrow is rooted in self pity, not in the notion that they have 

offended a Holy God.    

 

c.  The Punishment (vs. 14-15) 
 

Observation Question:  What is the basis and nature of the judgment?  

 

 

 

 The first to be judged will be death and Hades.  They no longer serve a purpose, as the 

souls they once kept will now be transferred to the Lake of Fire.  Further, God does not 

want their presence to threaten the tranquility of the New Heavens and the New Earth.   

 

 Next, those with no record in the Book of Life will be thrown into the Lake of Fire.  

The simmering cauldron of God’s wrath will be their eternal home from this time forth and 

forevermore.   

 

Thought Question:  Why do you suppose God reveals the fate of the wicked to the saints?  

How can this doctrine of judgment minister to us? What should be our response? 

 

This question is answered in the following section.  

 

 

d. The Moral Application of Final Judgment: 

 

 Theologian Wayne Grudem provides the following four ways in which knowledge of 

Final Judgment ought to influence our lives.
71

 

 

i. The Doctrine of Final Judgment Satisfies Our Inward Sense of a Need For Justice 

in the World.  The fact that there will be a final judgment assures us that ultimately 

God’s universe is fair, for God is in control, and He keeps accurate records and renders 

just judgment.  Therefore, there is no need for vigilante justice, as we can entrust all 

retribution to the Lord.   

Romans 12:19 
“
Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the 

wrath of God, for it is written, “VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY,” says the 

Lord.”    

                                                 
71

 Wayne Grudem,  Systematic Theology.  (Leicester: Inter-Varsity Press; Grand Rapids MI:  Zondervan Publishing House, 

HarperCollins Publisher, 1994) 1147-8. 
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ii.   The Doctrine of Final Judgment Enables Us to Forgive Others Freely. 
 We realize that it is not up to us to take revenge upon those who have wronged us.  

Knowing that all vengeance belongs to the Lord, we can give Him any desire to repay 

those who treat us poorly.  In doing so we realize that God will pay them back at the 

Great White Throne, or Christ would have paid for their offense in full on the cross.   

1 Peter 2:22-2
 
 “and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while 

suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges 

righteously”  

iii.  The Doctrine of the Final Judgment Provides a Motive for Righteous Living.  
Final Judgment and the requisite punishment should instill within each of us a deep fear 

of the Lord.  The wicked works of the unbelieving condemn their souls to Hell.  

Though deeds of iniquity do not condemn the believer, the mere fact that God’s wrath 

and displeasure are poured out against those who practice them should cause us to take 

sin seriously.  It is a helpful exercise when repenting of sin to meditate upon what God 

thinks of the trespass we have committed so that we might resolve with God’s grace to 

turn away from it with fervor.   

 

iv.  The Doctrine of Final Judgment Provides a Great Motive for Evangelism.   
The decisions made by people in this life will affect their destiny for all eternity and it 

is right that our hearts feel and our mouths echo the sentiment of the appeal of God 

through Ezekiel:  

“Say to them, ‘As I live!’ declares the Lord GOD, ‘I take no pleasure in the death 

of the wicked, but rather that the wicked turn from his way and live.  Turn back, 

turn back from your evil ways! Why then will you die, O house of Israel?’ 
(Ezekiel 33:11) 

Thought Question: In spite of all of these excellent benefits, why do many people sweep 

the doctrine of judgment under their mental rugs?   

 Honestly, the doctrine of final judgment forces us to take action and warn people 

of the wrath to come.  In doing so, we risk being branded as lunatics, fanatics, and 

judgmental Bible thumpers.  


