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c. The Grand Entrance of Christ (19:11-16) 

 

 After beholding the beauty of the bride of Christ, the door to heaven opens wide and 

John gets a glimpse as the King of kings ready to lead His army of heavenly hosts into 

battle.   

 

 Observation Question:  What titles are given to Jesus in 19:11?  

 

 

 

i. His Title (vs. 11)  John beholds Jesus mounted on a white horse.  Roman princes 

customarily rode white horses in military triumphs
58

 and the Prince of Peace sits astride 

his own white horse in similar fashion, symbolizing His certain conquest.  Such 

imagery hearkens back to several Old Testament prophecies portraying the Messiah as 

the conquering King:   

Isaiah 13:4 “A sound of tumult on the mountains, Like that of many people! A sound 

of the uproar of kingdoms, Of nations gathered together! The LORD of hosts is 

mustering the army for battle.”  

Isaiah 42:13 “The LORD will go forth like a warrior, He will arouse His zeal like a 

man of war. He will utter a shout, yes, He will raise a war cry. He will prevail against 

His enemies.” 

Zechariah 14:3 “Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those nations, as 

when He fights on a day of battle.”  

This is the portrait of the Messiah many Jews expected to come at the time of Jesus.  

Though their timing was off, their conception was essentially correct, as the Messiah 

will return to overthrow the oppressive reign of the anti-God empires.   

 Moving on, John describes Jesus as “Faithful and True.”  In the words of one 

commentator, “The names are familiar, for Jesus in his letter to the church in Laodicea 

introduced himself as the “Amen, the faithful and true witness” (3:14; refer also to 1:5; 

3:7; 6:10). Christ is faithful because he fulfills everything the Scriptures reveal of and 

about him, and he is true because he personifies truth (John 14:6). The contrast with 

Satan the father of the lie is obvious (John 8:44).
59

  With these noble traits, Jesus will 

wage war in absolute righteousness.   

Thought Question:  How would the title “faithful and true” give assurance and confidence 

to believers in the midst of the Tribulation?  
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God will not break His promises.  The tribulation Saints can rest assured knowing 

that their faith will be vindicated.  

 

ii. His Attire (vs. 12-16)  In these next verses, John describes Jesus’ attire, painting a 

symbolic portrait of Jesus derived from this heavenly vision.   

 

                 Observation Question: Describe Jesus’ attire in 19:12-16? 

 

 

 

 

 

• His eyes are a flame of fire (vs. 12): In agreement with the symbolic meaning of 

1:14 and 2:18, nothing escapes the eyes of the Warrior.  Fraud and deceit cannot 

corrupt His perfect vision as He judges all things righteously. 

 

• On His head are Many Diadems (vs. 12): The dragon wore seven diadems (12:3) 

and likewise the beast (13:1).  Yet Jesus, as the true Ruler of all, wears many 

crowns.  He is the King of all Kings who will reclaim His Kingdom by conquering 

all others. 

 

• The Secret Name (vs. 12):  “Jesus” was His earthly name and “Christ” His official 

title, but in the future He will reveal another secret name when He brings His 

redemptive plan to completion.   

 

Thought Question:  Why does Jesus have a name that is still shrouded with mystery?  

In other words, why doesn’t He share with us the secret name?  Why doesn’t He have 

to? 

 

This is a reminder of His transcendence.  There is much about Christ that is yet to 

be learned.  Knowing such will stop us from becoming ignorantly dogmatic about 

his nature and character.  This is not so say that its wrong to be dogmatic, but we 

should be cautious to taking an overly rigid stance on issues derived from the 

white spaces in Scripture (i.e. the order of the decrees). 

 

• The Robe Dipped with Blood (vs. 13): The robe, an allusion to the cloak worn by a 

Roman general, is dipped in the blood of His enemies, the imagery portending the 

coming battle against the Antichrist and his minions.  

 

• The Word of God (vs. 13) This is an apt title for Jesus.  John had previously made 

this connection in his gospel by simply calling Jesus the Word (John 1:14).  With 

His words, He commanded the lame to walk, the storm to cease, and demons to 

flee.  The Word of God has absolute authority, as all creation must submit to its 

command. 

 

Thought Question:  What does the name “Word of God” suggest about the nature of 

Christ? 
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He is God’s truest self expression.  In other words, God expresses himself 

completely in Christ so that when watch, observe, and listen to Christ, it’s as if we 

are listening to God.   

 

• His Armies in Heaven (vs. 14): More than likely, this army consists of redeemed 

humanity whom the Lord graciously invites to accompany Him on His conquest.  

Not to be confused with angels, this army wears white linen corresponding to the 

attire of the bride.  Further, Revelation 17:14 mentions that “the chosen and 

faithful” will overcome the armies of the Antichrist.  Interestingly, John makes no 

mention of this army’s weapons, but rather states that they are girded with clean 

white linen—hardly battle-tested attire.   

 

Thought Question: What does this description demonstrate about how the heavenly 

army plans to win the battle? 

 

Essentially, they expect Jesus to conquer as a one man gang.   

 

• The Sword from His Mouth (vs. 15):  The sword implies the violent end which will 

come to the enemies of Christ on account of His spoken word.  Their blood will be 

shed at the command of His voice. 

 

• The Rod of Iron (vs. 15):  This imagery takes us back to Psalm 2:9 which reads:
 

“
You shall break them with a rod of iron, You shall shatter them like 

earthenware.”  

 

• The Wine Press (vs. 15):  As previously mentioned in Chapter 14, this speaks of 

God’s devastating wrath which crushes all enemies and forces them to drink the 

wine of His fury.   

 

• “King of Kings, and Lord of Lords” (vs. 16): This title is prominently displayed 

upon His cloak and thigh, which would be the most visible part of the horseback-

riding King.  The phrase “King of Kings and Lord of Lords” speaks of the 

supremacy of Christ and would be a dangerous phrase for John to pen, given the 

similar claims made by the Roman Emperor who had exiled John. 

 

 

d. The Final Battle (19:17-21) 

 

 Now that the curtains are drawn and Christ has made His presence known, all the earth 

prepares for the final battle in which the heavenly King will take on the earthly forces of 

evil.  The result will be something akin to a traditional Super Bowl – a blowout.   

 

i. Calling All Birds (vs. 17-18):  In anticipation of the final battle, an angel stands in the 

sun and with a loud voice summons all birds.  Why?  So that they may gorge 
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themselves on the slough of corpses from the ensuing battle.  This will be the Great 

Supper of God.
60

 

 

 So whom will these birds feast upon?  The answer lies in verse 18, “The flesh of 

commanders and the flesh of mighty men and the flesh of horses and of those who sit 
on them and the flesh of all men, both free men and slaves, and small and great.”  In 

other words, these are the unsaved survivors of the Tribulation who took the Mark of 

the Beast.  

 

 In alluding to this event in Matthew 24:27-28, Jesus uses the term for eagles or 

vultures – carrion birds considered unclean according to the Torah (Lev. 11:13).  

Vultures were not highly regarded in ancient times, and there was a certain indignity 

associated with having your body consumed by vultures.  Yet, at the consummation of 

this last battle, great kings, commanders, warriors, and the rank and file will all suffer 

the same fate.  They will have no memorial service, no moment of silence, no state 

funeral, just birds picking at their rotting carcasses.   

 

Thought Question:  How does the fate of those who take the mark of the Beast compare 

with the treatment they meted out to the two prophets (11:9-10)?  What does this suggest 

about God’s sense of justice? 

 

In Revelation 11:9-10 we read:  
9 

Those from the peoples and tribes and tongues and nations will look at their dead 

bodies for three and a half days, and will not permit their dead bodies to be laid in a 

tomb. 
10 

And those who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them and celebrate; and 

they will send gifts to one another, because these two prophets tormented those who 

dwell on the earth.  

 

God will respond in kind.  As they disgracefully disposed of His prophets, the 

Lord will desecrate their corpses as well.  This is an example of lex talionis (hand 

for hand).  
 

ii. The Battle (vs. 19):  In this passage we see an alliance between the Beast and the kings 

of the Earth with their armies.  After decimating Babylon, they now seek to wipe out 

the Warrior King and His army.  The brevity of this passage does not allow for much 

detail about the nature and place of the battle.  However, Zechariah 14:4-5 and other 

passages give us some added insight into this climatic battle.  

“
 
In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of 

Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from 

east to west by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward 

the north and the other half toward the south. 
 
You will flee by the valley of My 

mountains, for the valley of the mountains will reach to Azel; yes, you will flee 

                                                 
60
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just as you fled before the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of Judah. Then 

the LORD, my God, will come, and all the holy ones with Him!”  

 In this passage, Jesus returns to the Mount of Olives from which He originally 

departed the earth (Acts 1).  He is welcomed by a redeemed people contrite over their 

sin and their failure to recognize their own Messiah (Zech. 12:10).  From this vantage, 

the Lord, along with His army (which includes His saints) slays His enemies with the 

word from His mouth (Rev. 19:21).  The duration and tactics of the battle itself are 

murky, but there is little doubt about the outcome. 

Thought Question:  What would motivate the Antichrist and His minions to keep fighting 

in the face of seemingly insurmountable opposition? 

There are many answers to this question.   One that comes to mind is that they have 

no other alternative.  Since they have taken the mark and reached the point of no 

return, their only hope is to extend their lives by fighting the glorified Warrior.  

 

iii. The Doom of the Beast and the False Prophet (vs. 20-21):   

 

 Observation Question:  Who is judged and what is the nature of their judgment (19:20-  21)? 

 

 

 

In the midst of the battle both the Beast and the Prophet are taken alive.  Stern 

treatment of the Beast requires no further justification, but just in case people have 

forgotten about the False Prophet, John produces a list of his offenses.  It was he who 

deceived people into taking the mark of the Beast and worshipping his image, causing 

millions to be deceived and condemned.   

 

 Interestingly, John points out that the Beast and the False Prophet were thrown into 

the Lake of Fire alive. In other words, they do not die.  In the case of the Beast this is 

easy to see, as he has already risen from the dead implying that he has a superhuman 

existence (cf. Rev. 13:14).  The presence of the False Prophet is unexpected but 

understandable in light of his miraculous powers and close association with the Beast.   

 

 We must note that the Lake of Fire is the final destination for all of the enemies of 

God.  The Antichrist and False Prophet will be joined by Satan after the Millennium, 

and then by the resurrected unbelievers.  In the meantime unbelievers are in a holding 

place (Luke 16:23) awaiting final judgment.  

 

 

 The literality of the Lake of Fire has recently been called into question, perhaps 

because people have a certain queasiness about this aspect of the Character of God and 

would like to blur this word picture to the point of irrelevance.  
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 This assessment makes a caricature of the literal hermeneutic.  Taking things 

literally means that we attempt to understand the original concept and idea behind the 

chosen words.  Throughout Revelation, metaphorical language and symbolism point to 

a literal reality, as God chose rich and vivid language to convey spectacular events.  

Thus, for those who challenge the literalness of the Lake of Fire, we must ask “So what 

did God mean when he wrote that?”  One thing that is helpful to realize when 

attempting to understand figures of speech with regards to God is that they are always 

less than reality, not more.  For instance, Isaiah rehearses God’s compassion with: 

 

Isaiah 66:13 "As one whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you; And you 

shall be comforted in Jerusalem." 
 

 Is there any doubt in your mind that God’s compassion will surpass even the 

tenderest mother’s?  In His wisdom, God condescends His language to our level of 

understanding.  Thus, when we read analogies of His wrath, holiness, or love we must 

realize that God’s reality will exceed even the choicest of word pictures.   

   

Thought Question:  In light of this, what do you suppose the imagery of the Lake of Fire 

is meant to convey? 

 

Terror, suffering, pain, torment, etc.  Even if the Lake of Fire is not literal, we 

should see the reality behind the analogy as infinitely worse than we can imagine.  

 

 By mentioning brimstone (sulfur) John likens the lake of fire to the bubbling 

cauldron of an active volcano.  All those who are cast into this pit will drown forever in 

inescapable lava, inhaling the pungent fumes of rotten eggs with each desperate breath.   

 

Thought Question: Why do many people attempt to dodge the whole issue of Hell?  What 

are the consequences of this? 

 

There are many answers to this question.  Some include, they fear the reaction of 

others when they bring up this doctrine.  Perhaps, they do not like to speak of it, 

as someone near and dear to their hearts has died without Christ.   

 

 In verse 21, John shifts away from the doom of the False Prophet and the Antichrist 

to the fate of their army.  Each and every member will be slain by the sword which 

comes out of His mouth—in other words, Jesus will be responsible for the death of 

each of His adversaries through the spoken word breathed from His lips. 

 

Thought Question:  How does this image accord with popular perceptions of Jesus? 

 

This is not the tender loving Jesus which many imagine Him to be.  The image in 

Revelation presents Jesus as a vengeful and triumphant warrior who will dispense 

justice in this coming rather then mercy.  In this context, Jesus is not a king to be 

hugged but revered.  

 

 


