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17. The Return of the King (Chapter 19) 

 

Whereas chapters 17 and 18 featured the rise, destruction, and subsequent mourning of the 

Harlot of Babylon, Chapter 19 hones in on the triumph of the Lamb of God who avenges His 

children and rids the world of evil.  All heaven will rejoice at the Lamb’s conquest, giving 

thanks to God who executes His justice with precision timing.  

 

a. Thanksgiving for the Destruction of Babylon (19:1-5) 

 

Observation Question: What are the occasions for the Hallelujah choruses in verses 1-3?  

 

 

 

 In direct response to the destruction of Babylon, a heavenly multitude thunders the 

following four songs: 

 

i. “Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God; BECAUSE HIS 

JUDGMENTS ARE TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS; for He has judged the great harlot who was 

corrupting the earth with her immorality, and HE HAS AVENGED THE BLOOD OF HIS 

BOND-SERVANTS ON HER.” (vs. 1b-2) 

 

“Hallelujah” is a word rich in Jewish significance: 

 

Hallel is the Jewish song of jubilation that has accompanied our wanderings of 

thousands of years, keeping awake within us the consciousness of our world-

historical mission, strengthening us in times of sorrow and suffering, and filling 

our mouths with song of rejoicing in days of deliverance and triumph. To this 

day, it revives on each Festival season the memory of Divine Redemption, and 

our confidence in future greatness.
53

 
 

 Essentially, Hallelujah reflects the anticipatory hope of Israel.  The Jews 

remembered the deliverance of the past and anticipated the liberation of the future.  

Now, at the end of the age, God will make good on His promise to His chosen people.  

He will deliver the living from their adversaries and avenge the blood of the martyred.  

 

 In this song the singers extol God’s salvation, glory, and power.  God delivers His 

people for His glory and by His omnipotent power. 

 

Thought Question:  How can the martyred saints sing a song extolling God’s salvation, 

when He did not save them from the sword of their enemies?   

 

They were not so much concerned with the preservation of their earthly life as the 

privilege of glorifying God in their death.  As their enemies murdered them, God gave 

                                                 
53 S.R. Hirsch, quoted in Joseph Hertz, The Authorized Daily Prayer Book, rev. ed. [New York: Block, 1948], p. 756. 
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them the grace to persevere to the end.  Therefore, they can rejoice in their eternal 

salvation as they overcame the world. 

 

ii. And a second time they said, “Hallelujah! HER SMOKE RISES UP FOREVER AND EVER.” 

(vs.3) 
 

Once again the singers praise the Almighty for His perfect and complete judgment 

upon the wicked, making mention of the smoke rising up forever and ever.  The flames 

that destroy the city walls will of course smolder and then die out, but the eternal 

flames which ravage their souls in Hell shall burn forever (cf. 14:11).  

 

 

iii. And the twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped 

God who sits on the throne saying, “Amen. Hallelujah!” (vs.4) 
 

The two inner circles of angels, which John introduced to us in chapter 4, agree 

with these prayers.  This highlights the purity and holiness of these praises of 

vindication.    

 

iv. And a voice came from the throne, saying, “Give praise to our God, all you His bond-

servants, you who fear Him, the small and the great.” (v.5) 

 
 The source of the voice is ambiguous, but the reference to “our God” seems to rule 

out Jesus, as He would be more apt to say “My God.”  Despite the unknown origin, the 

voice issues a powerful command, “Give praise.”  All those who became His 

bondservants through the reconciling work of the cross, all those who depend upon 

Him daily, and all people regardless of their physical strength or intellectual capacity, 

must praise God. 

 

Thought Question:  Why are God’s judgments worthy of the Hallelujah chorus? 

 

 

 

 

b. The Marriage of the Lamb (19:6-10) 

 

After celebrating the destruction of the city of sin, the praise takes a more positive path 

as it looks to the arrival of the Lord Jesus Christ and His coming reign.  Prior to His advent 

is the much-anticipated Marriage of the Lamb, in which Christ formally takes His bride, the 

church.   

 

i. Praise for the Coming Kingdom (vs. 6)   

 

While allowing Satan to rule the world for a time (John 16:11), God was also 

beginning to establish His kingdom here on earth through the advancement of the 

church.  With the rapture, He removed this influence and Satan seized the opportunity 

to increase his power via the Antichrist, the anti-God religion, government, and culture.  
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The Dragon’s apparent rise to power has now come to an abrupt end as his kingdom 

has turned against itself with the Antichrist’s destruction of Babylon.  Now John hears 

a song of victory, celebrating the onset of a new age. 

 

     With a sound akin to the deafening roar of Niagara Falls or the reverberations of 

constant thunder, the multitude declares, “Hallelujah!  For the Lord our God, the 

Almighty reigns.”  With the fall of Babylon, the impending destruction of the 

Antichrist’s armies, and Satan’s imminent imprisonment, no enemy remains to oppose 

Christ’s rightful ascension to His throne.     

 

Thought Question:  Why do you suppose God allowed Satan to rule the world for so long? 

 

It fits into His good purposes.  For instance, Satan entered the heart of Judas to incite 

him to betray the Lord.  Yet, that was part of God’s plan for bring about the salvation 

of mankind.  Unbeknownst to Satan, his rebellion only aids in the ultimate 

magnification of God.  

 

ii. The Marriage of the Lamb (vs. 7-8)  

 

 Now that the Lord has prepared a fitting place from which to rule, He brings forth 

His bride.  This raises two important questions: What is the identity of the Bride, and 

when does this marriage take place? 

 

 The mention of the bride immediately brings to mind several verses extolling 

Christ’s love for the church.  In 2 Corinthians 11:2, the apostle points to the future 

wedding of the church to her Redeemer: 

“For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one 

husband, so that to Christ I might present you as a pure virgin.”  

Again in Ephesians 5:25-27 and following, Paul exhorts men to model their 

marriages after Christ and the church: 

“
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself 

up for her, so that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of 

water with the word, that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, 

having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and 

blameless.”  

 From these two passages, it is clear that the church
54

 is the body of Christ.  Some 

have suggested that this category should be enlarged to include all of the redeemed 

from all ages (including Old Testament and Tribulation saints), pointing to the imagery 

of Israel as the bride of Yahweh.  However, there are some crucial differences between 

the bridal imagery of the church and Israel.  For one, the church is the bride of Christ, 

while Israel is the bride of Yahweh.  Secondly, the church is portrayed as pure and 

                                                 
54
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spotless, while every instance of “wife” with regards to Israel portrays her as an 

unfaithful or previously unfaithful wife.  Thus, it is best to assume that the church and 

Israel are distinct.  As for Tribulation saints, they will be resurrected after the 

tribulation just before the onset of the millennium (Rev. 20:6), thus they are not in their 

final perfected state when the marriage ceremony transpires. 

 

 With the identity of the bride established, the issue of timing must be discussed. 

The past tense “has come” suggests that the wedding has already taken place, yet it 

should be noted that future celebrations are still to come as the Jewish wedding 

ceremony is a several-stage event.  One commentator notes: 

Jewish marriage customs in Bible times involved three stages.  The first was 

the negotiation or betrothal stage. Parents would contract to marry their 

children, and a dowry would be paid to the father of the bride. The couple was 

then considered husband and wife (cf. Matt. 1:18–19), and only a divorce could 

sever the contract. Between the betrothal and the wedding there was an interval 

or waiting period to demonstrate chastity. The second stage involved a 

procession and the wedding. The groom would go to his bride’s parents’ home 

and take her to the home of his parents, where the marriage would be 

consummated. The third stage was the wedding feast, in which the festivities 

could last up to seven days.
55

 

 

In the case of Christ and the church, Christ betrothed Himself to her when in eternity 

past He chose her.  On the cross, He paid the dowry, during the rapture He returned for 

her and married her, and now during the millennium He will present His bride to His 

Kingdom, and saints from past, present, and future will participate in the wedding 

reception.  Though the marriage of the Lamb takes place over an extended period of 

time, the ceremony itself seems to take place in heaven between the rapture of the 

church and the actual return of Christ 

 

Thought Question:  How does this explain one of the purposes for God’s creation of 

marriage? 

 

The institution of the marriage was made to reflect the love which Christ has for the 

church.  Essentially, when the husband and wife faithfully obey the commands to 

love, lead, and serve they reflect Christ’s affection for the church to the world.  

 

Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave 

Himself up for her; 
 

 

Observation Question:  How does the attire of the bride (v. 8) compare with the fashion of               

the harlot (17:5)?   
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When John gets a glimpse of the bride, he beholds her garbed in bright and clean 

linen—a stark contrast to the gaudy opulence of the harlot.  While the harlot drew 

attention to her own wealth and beauty, the bride reflects the character of God through 

her dazzling attire.  He goes on to explain that the gleaming dress is woven with the 

righteous works of the saints, meaning those works which flow out of a transformed 

heart renewed by God.  For instance, in Ephesians 2:10 we read “For we are His 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand so that we would walk in them.” 
In other words, God saves people to perform deeds that will bring Him glory and 

honor.  So what are these deeds which make it into the “wedding dress”? 

 

One commentator notes: 

 

These righteous deeds, therefore, are made possible through God’s grace at work 

in the hearts of the saints. Set free from bondage to Satan, the redeemed dedicate 

their lives to serve God. They feed the hungry, give the thirsty something to drink, 

supply hospitality to strangers, clothe the needy, and visit the sick and those in 

prison (Matt. 25:37–39). Christ blesses those deeds by perfecting them through 

his perfect righteousness.
56

  
 

Thought Question: How does Christ manifest these deeds in us and why? (cf. Eph. 5:26-

27) 

 

Ephesians 5:26 that He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water 

with the word, 27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no 

spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless. 

Christ – the perfect husband – washes his bride with the water of the Word.  In doing 

so, He lovingly sanctifies us so that we might take care to know God’s will and to obey 

it with the proper heart attitude.  

 

Thought Question:  What kind of emphasis should we place on good deeds?  And what 

makes a deed truly “good”? (cf. Isaiah 64:6)   

 

According to Ephesians 2:10 “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.”  Good 

deeds are vitally important as they are a means of exalting God.  In the words of Jesus 

in Matthew 5:16,  "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your 

good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”  Our deeds reflect the work of 

Christ to the world.  The reason why a Christian’s deeds are so unique and 

compelling is that they can be done exclusively to the glory of God.  In Isaiah 64:6 we 

read, “For all of us have become like one who is unclean, And all our righteous deeds 

are like a filthy garment; And all of us wither like a leaf, And our iniquities, like the 

wind, take us away.”  Apart from Christ, an unbeliever’s good deeds are tainted with 

selfishness.  They desire a good feeling, reward, or extra points to earn salvation.  Yet, 
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for the Christian, genuine good deeds are driven by a deep desire to please God.  

Thus, good deeds reflect a God’s supernatural work in  our hearts. 

 

iii. Invitation to the Marriage Feast (vs. 9) 
 

 The angel encourages John to continue to write, and utters a message of divine 

revelation on behalf of the Almighty, “Blessed are those who are invited to the 

marriage supper of the Lamb.” 

 

 As mentioned earlier, the marriage supper of the Lamb will take place in the 

millennium.  Regarding the identity of the guests, it would be wise to see these as 

faithful saints who were saved by grace through faith from all other ages.  Thus, the 

Old Testament saints, Tribulation saints, and millennial saints all dine together.  This 

excludes the bride, as it makes no sense for the bride to be invited to her own 

wedding.
57

  One should note that though there is a difference in imagery, there is no 

difference in reality.  God freely distributes His kindness and blessings to all the saints.    

 

 

iv. John’s Faux Pas (vs. 10)   

 

 Overwhelmed at the grandeur of the vision, John falls down and worships the angel, 

who rebukes him.  The angel is nothing more than a fellow servant of John and his 

brethren; God alone deserves John’s worship.  The angel then explains that the 

testimony he gives is the very testimony of God as it comes from the Spirit of Christ, 

but speaking the words of God does not make the messenger God. 

 

 Some commentators speculate that the Apostle includes this embarrassing episode 

to teach against angel-worship, which seemed to be a problem in the church at that time 

(cf. Col. 2:18). 

 

Thought Question:  How can God use our past mistakes and sins for His glory?    

 

There are many answers to this question including teaching us the hard way and 

helping us to experience true grace.  

 

 

Though Question: What are the implications of this passage for those who “venerate” 

Mary and the Saints? 
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 One cannot be dogmatic about their identity, but one can be certain that only those who repent of their sins 
and follow the Living God will be able to dine with Him at the Marriage Supper. 


