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Churches can be surrounded by portraits and relics rich with religious symbolism.  They may 

sing hymns every week.  The minister may deliver Homilies and prayers rich with Scripture.  

Yet, they have never given their hearts to Christ.  The knowledge of the Lord’s return remedies 

this.  It brings forth the reality of final judgment which leads to much soul searching.  Like the 

piercing sound of an air horn, news of God’s judgment wakes one’s slumbering soul.  
 

 

 

C.   “The things which will take place after these things” (4:1-22:21) 

 

2. The Scene in Heaven (4:1-11) 
 

After receiving the messages to the seven Churches, a loud voice summons John, and he finds himself 

in the spirit.  He enters into a prophetic trance by means of the Holy Spirit.  In this state, his senses are 

still operative.  He sees, hears, feels, and experiences the reality of heaven, though his body may still 

be on the earth.  While in the Spirit he beholds the following: 

 

a. What is the identity of “He who was sitting on the throne” (4:2-3)? 

 

 

 

The reference to the Lamb (Jesus) in 5:6 leads us to conclude that this is the Father - the 

ruler of heaven and earth reigning on His throne.
16

  John likens the Father’s appearance to 

jasper stone (diamonds)
17

 and sardius (rubies).  These two colors call to mind the Old 

Testament imagery of the holiness and justice of God, especially in regards to judgment 

(cf. Ezek. 1:4; 8:2; and Dan. 7:9).  The emerald rainbow harkening back to His merciful 

covenant with Noah balances this portrait of God.  While He rules with justice, He also 

freely bestows mercy upon His subjects.  

 

Thought Question:  In our conception of God, why is it important that we keep in balance 

His justice and mercy?  What would be the danger of going to either extreme? 

 

You may see God exclusively through a love or justice paradigm.  Those who see God as 

exclusively loving often leave no room for the reality of Hell.  Those who set aside the love 

of God in favor of righteousness forget that He is indeed a tender and loving Father.  A 

one dimensional view of God is a skewed one at best.   
 

b. “The Twenty-Four Elders” (4:4):  Scholars have often debated what the twenty-four 

elders represent.  Some say that they symbolize the twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve 

apostles (the church).  Others will claim that these are raptured saints wearing their crowns 

of reward.  But it is best to take them as an elite contingent of Angels for three reasons:   

1.  The Greek version of the Old Testament uses the term “elder” to describe angels in 

Isaiah 24:23.   

                                                 
 
17

 Though modern jasper is opaque Revelation 21:11 describes this stone as costly and crystal clear.  
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2.  As we survey the rest of Revelation, we will notice that these elders associate 

themselves with angelic activity (7:11 and 19:4).   

3.  The elders distinguish themselves from men (7:13-14; 14:3; 19:4-8), implying that they 

are of a different class.  These elders who serve close to the throne have been garbed with 

crowns, symbolizing their close proximity and service to the King of Kings. 

 

c. “The Seven Spirits of God” (4:5): Flashes of thunder and lightning bring to mind the 

presence of God descending upon Mount Sinai.  In the midst of the throne of heaven are 

seven lampstands, which John labels the seven Spirits.  This serves as an allusion to the 

activity of the Holy Spirit in the seven churches of God.  

 

d. “The Four Living Creatures” (4:6-8a):  Their proximity to the throne of God suggests 

that the living Creatures are a high order of angels, much like the seraphim in Isaiah 6  and 

cherubim in Ezekiel 1.  Each of them has a unique appearance, symbolizing the subjection 

of all of creation to God the Father. 

 

i. The Lion:  Often associated with royalty (king of the jungle), this demonstrates that 

God reigns over the royalty of creation. 

 

ii. The Ox:  This serves as an obvious symbol of strength, demonstrating God’s 

supremacy over the mighty.  

 

iii. The Man:  The most intelligent “animal” in creation is subject to God. 

 

iv. The Eagle:  This represents the swiftest animal in creation. 

 

Eyes surround their bodies give the impression of their exceeding knowledge of God, 

and their wings give them the ability to respond appropriately.   With six wings they, like 

the angels in Isaiah, can cover their eyes with two wings in awe, while with another set of 

wings they can cover their feet in humility, and with the remaining two wings they could 

fly in obedience seeking to accomplish God’s will.     

 

e. The response of worship (8b-11):  These living creatures who symbolize all of creation 

and have a perfect knowledge of God, as well as the 24 elders who serve upon the royal 

throne, all respond appropriately to the majestic God upon the throne. 

 

i.  Day and Night (vs. 8b):  Not a moment goes by when they do not worship God.  He is 

worthy of all worship and all glory all the time. 

 

Thought Question: What implications does this concept have for our own 

worship? 

It should be continuous.  All day, every day, without end.  1 Thessalonians 5:17  

“[P]ray without ceasing.” 
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ii. “Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord God ”  (vs. 8b):  Obvious reference to Isaiah 6, where 

the angels give a threefold declaration of His holiness.  Purity and perfection define 

God’s presence.  He utterly separates Himself from all creation, and as we will see in 

the future, He will do away with all that is profane, wicked, and filthy. 

 

Thought Question: What does the threefold declaration of holiness imply about the 

importance of this attribute? 

 

Holiness is the supreme attribute of God.  See the quote below. 
 

R. C. Sproul writes, “Only once in sacred Scripture is an attribute of God elevated 

to the third degree.  Only once is a characteristic of God mentioned three times in 

succession.  The Bible says that God is holy, holy, holy.  Not that He is merely holy, 

or even holy, holy.  He is holy, holy, holy.  The Bible never says that God is love, 

love, love, or mercy, mercy, mercy, or wrath, wrath, wrath, or justice, justice, 

justice.  It does say that He is holy, holy, holy, the whole earth is full of His glory.” 

 

 

iii. The Almighty (vs. 8b):  A clear reference to the omnipotence of God, who will 

exercise this attribute in His judgment of the world. 

 

iv. “Who was and who is and who is to come” (vs. 8b):  This celebrates His eternality.  

God will outlive, outlast, and ouster His enemies.   

 

v. The Worship of the Twenty-Eight (vs. 9-10) In response to the worship of the four 

living creatures, the elders begin to worship God.  They prostrate themselves before 

God and cast down their golden crowns.  In doing so, they present their symbol of 

royalty and rulership to the King of kings and surrender any right to preeminence, 

power, and glory to the Lord. 

 

Thought question: What insight does the act of prostration and surrendering of 

crowns provide in our own worship of God? 

 

We should surrender all things to the Lord – including our self governance and dignity.  None of 

us should be too proud to fall face down before the Father.   
 

 

vi. The elders then sing this song, “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory 

and honor and power; for You created all things, an because of Your will they existed, 
and were created” 

 

vii. Worthy are You:  Attributes worthiness to God, He deserves the continual praise of all of 

creation (glory and honor) as well as the right to rule over all things (power).  His 

creation serves as the basis for this.  Through the creative process, God put His power on 

display.  In six days He fashioned the heavens and the earth, as all of the elements of the 

universe submitted to His will.  He spoke and things happened. 
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Thought Question:  If God created us, what kind of rights and 

privileges does He have over us? 

   

Let’s say you were to paint a fantastic landscape.  It’s your masterpiece, your pride and joy, and 

the perfect expression of your creativity.  If someone took it way and used it for target practice 

with their assault rifle you’d be understandably upset.  Why?  Because that is your painting.  

Why is it your painting?  Because you created it.  In the same way, as God’s creation you are His 

possession.  He has all rights and all privileges over you. 
  

3. The Book with the Seven Seals (5:1-14) 

 

a. The Book with Seven Seals (1-5) 

 
John looks at the throne of God, and notices that He holds a double-sided scroll in His 

hand with seven seals.  In the ancient Near East officials, governors, and kings would seal 

their documents by pressing their signet rings into a blob of wax covering the document’s 

opening, so that only the intended recipient could open it.   

 

 This scroll sits in the hands of the Father, implying the magnitude of the document.  As 

we will find out in chapter six and following, the scroll contains the future judgments of 

God by which He will overthrow evil and prepare the earth for His Son’s return. The 

residents in heaven have no idea how these events will unfold until one who is worthy 

breaks the seals and opens the scroll.   

 

 When the angel asks “Who is worthy to open the book and break the seals?” no one 

replies.  The silence indicates that no created being in all the universe possesses the 

requisite credentials to open the scroll.   Such inaction moves John to tears, for if no one 

can open the scroll, how will God’s plan to restore the earth proceed?  Fortunately, though 

no created being can open the seals, an eternal One can.  The Lion of Judah, the Root of 

David, Jesus the Christ who overcame sin and death will open the scroll. 

 

Thought Question:  Why is it comforting to know that Jesus, and not another created 

being, will dispense judgment? 

 

Jesus is perfectly loving, gracious and above all – fair.  He will not punish people any more than 

is absolutely necessary.  

 

b. The Lamb (6-10) 

 

i. The Description (vs. 6):  

 
 - The Position: The Lamb stands closer than the living creatures and closer 

than the twenty-four elders.  He has taken the preeminent position next to God.  The 

proximity of Jesus to the throne of God suggests that He is of great importance, so great 

that He might open the scroll. 
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 - “As if slain”:  With the imagery of the Lion of Judah, John may have 

expected a powerful king.  Yet, the One worthy to open the scroll is a lamb.  The Lamb 

imagery paints a picture of the Passover lamb who was sacrificed to save the lives of 

the firstborn of God’s chosen people.  In the same way, Jesus stands, carrying the 

mortal wounds with which He bore the sins of the world.  The fact that He stands alive 

in spite of the mortal wounds proves that the Father accepted His payment for sin, 

thereby validating His obedience.   His loving sacrifice for the elect and perfect 

obedience to the Father establish His worthiness to open the scroll.    

  

 - Seven horns:  The seven horns temper the perception of the Lamb as weak 

and helpless.  In the Old Testament, the horn symbolized strength.
18

   The fact that the 

Lamb possessed seven (the number for perfection) horns indicates that He possesses the 

perfect omnipotent strength needed to open the scroll. 

 
 - Seven Eyes:  This implies perfect vision.  In the words of Zechariah 4:10 

“these are the eyes of the LORD which range to and fro throughout the earth."   The 

perfect vision of the Lord highlights His omniscience as nothing escapes His 

knowledge.  In the same way, the perfect vision of the Lamb proves that He possesses 

the omniscience needed to break the scroll. 

 

 

ii. The Enthronement (7-8):   

 
 The Lamb of God then takes the scroll from the One who sits on the throne.  

Immediately, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders bow down.  Each of 

these elders holds a harp and a golden bowl full of incense.  With the harp they prepare 

to sing a new song and with the incense they present the prayers of the suffering saints, 

eager to have the Lord return and vindicate them. 

 

 

iii. The Praise (9-10): 

 

 - A Declaration of Worthiness: “Worthy are You to take the book and to break its 

seals” 

 
The elders and the living creatures sing a new song, a melody composed for the Lamb’s 

final triumph over sin and the consummation of the ages.  With their lyrics they praise 

the Lamb, extolling the reasons why He is worthy to open the scroll and implement its 

contents.   

 

Thought Question: It’s interesting to notice that the angels address Jesus as worthy, 

offering the same acclamation given to the Father in 4:11.  What does this demonstrate 

about Jesus’ nature?  

 

                                                 
18

 Num. 23:22 and Deut. 33:17 
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If angels, who are the prototype of perfect worship adore Jesus.  Then we can conclude that 

Jesus is worthy of such adoration.  Further, if both Jesus and the Father receive the same 

adoration, then we can conclude that Jesus is God.   

 

 - The Basis of Worthiness 

 

Reason #1: “for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men 
from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.”  Through His sacrificial 

death on the cross, Christ purchased people from every single ethnic group, 

conquering sin and death, and freeing His elect from the stranglehold of these dark 

powers. 

 

Reason #2: “You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God and 
they will reign upon the earth”  Jesus not only purchased the elect and redeemed 

them from spiritual destruction, but He will also make them a kingdom of priests.  

They will have complete and unfettered access to God for the ministry of praise and 

worship.  Further, they will reign with Christ.  This constitutes a divine makeover.  

Christ will take lowly, sin-cursed pea brains, wash them with His blood and entrust 

them with the awesome responsibility of ruling the earth. 

 
Thought Question:  Why does Jesus’ act of redemption make Him worthy to execute 

judgment? 

 

Jesus’ act of redemption demonstrated His perfect obedience to the Father.  In light of the 

perfect obedience the Father granted Him the place of preeminence. 

Consider Philippians 2:5-11: 

5 
Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus, 

6 
who, although He existed in the 

form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 
7 
but emptied Himself, taking 

the form of a bond-servant, and being made in the likeness of men. 
8 
Being found in appearance as 

a man, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 
9 

For this reason also, God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every 

name, 
10 

so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth, 
11 

and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father.  

 

c. The Exaltation of the Lamb (11-14) 

 
 The catchy tune of the twenty-four elders and four living creatures spreads to all of 

heaven as an endless ocean of angels repeat the lyrics “Worthy is the Lamb that was 

slain.”  They then proceed to recognize seven qualities worthy of worship.  These seven 

qualities celebrate the worthiness of the Lamb to open the scroll.   

 
i. Power:  Jesus’ omnipotent power, His supreme ability to do all things. 
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ii. Riches:  Christ owns all of the money, property, gold, and fossil fuels in the universe.  

He possesses all things. 

 
iii. Wisdom:  Obvious reference to His omniscience.  He rules the world with great insight 

and wisdom, never making a mistake. 

 
iv. Might: This describes Christ’s inherent strength, a strength which the world will see 

when He comes and forcefully disposes of His enemies. 

 

v. Honor: This speaks of His position of honor.  He rightfully possesses the utmost seat 

of honor in the Universe. 

 
vi. Glory: Divine and heavenly radiance, the loftiness and majesty which can only be 

ascribed to God.
19

 

 
vii. Blessing: Man’s thankful response for the benefits he has received. 

 

 
After the multitude of angels sings this song, the whole universe explodes with the chorus: 

   

“To Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and 

dominion forever and ever.”   
 

The heart desire of all of redeemed creation is for the Lamb to rule forever and ever to the 

end of time.   

 
Thought Question:  What lessons can we learn about worship from this glimpse into the 

throne room of God? 

                                                 
19

 Robert Thomas, Revelation Vol. 2, (Chicago: Moody, 1995)  p. 406. 
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4. The Six Seal Judgments (6:1

 
a. Introduction: 

 

Now that the Lamb has been deemed worthy to open the scroll, He begins to break them.  

Each broken seal brings a distinct judgment to the earth as God prepares this planet for the 

return of His Son. 

 

 

b. The Relationship of the Seals to the 

 

 

 

c. The Relationship of the Seals to the Chronology of the Tribulation
 

Signing of the peace treaty  

 

 6 Seals,– 3 ½ Years  

 

This begins with the p

(Daniel 9:27). 

 

 It should be noted that Revelation does not necessarily follow a strict chronology.  For 

instance, in chapter 12 

happened well before the events of the Tribulation.  

 

 In working out the timing of the judgments, we need to go to 

places the Abomination of Desolation after the “birth pangs” (

the nature of these judgments 
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The Six Seal Judgments (6:1-17) 

Now that the Lamb has been deemed worthy to open the scroll, He begins to break them.  

Each broken seal brings a distinct judgment to the earth as God prepares this planet for the 

The Relationship of the Seals to the other judgments: 

The Relationship of the Seals to the Chronology of the Tribulation 

Abomination of Desolation Great Tribulation

            6 Trumpets 7 Bowls – 3 ½ Years

This begins with the peace treaty with Israel, which begins Daniel’s seventieth week 

It should be noted that Revelation does not necessarily follow a strict chronology.  For 

 John records the birth of Christ, an event which would have 

pened well before the events of the Tribulation.   

In working out the timing of the judgments, we need to go to Matthew 24

places the Abomination of Desolation after the “birth pangs” (vs. 8).  When one examines 

the nature of these judgments (i.e. war, famines, earthquakes, the slaughter of saints), he 

                                                                                                                    The Six Seal 

Judgments (6:1-17)  

Now that the Lamb has been deemed worthy to open the scroll, He begins to break them.  

Each broken seal brings a distinct judgment to the earth as God prepares this planet for the 

 

Great Tribulation 

3 ½ Years 

eace treaty with Israel, which begins Daniel’s seventieth week 

It should be noted that Revelation does not necessarily follow a strict chronology.  For 

John records the birth of Christ, an event which would have 

Matthew 24 where Jesus 

).  When one examines 

(i.e. war, famines, earthquakes, the slaughter of saints), he 
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would conclude that these judgments comprise the six seal judgments. Yet, after the 

Abomination of Desolation the severity of the judgments will dramatically increase as the 

world enters the “Great Tribulation” (Rev. 7:14).  The severe judgments of the “Great 

Tribulation” correspond to the Trumpet and Bowl Judgments.  The obvious supernatural 

nature of these judgments, along with the extra dosage (six in the first half, thirteen in the 

second), lends to the conclusion that the trumpet and bowl judgments take place after the 

midpoint.     

 

Thought Question:  Why do you believe God gradually increases the severity of the 

judgments, instead of simply annihilating the world right away?  What might this suggest 

about His purpose for the Tribulation? 

  

God is giving the rebels time to repent.  Contrary to the statements of many skeptics, God did 

not ordain the tribulation as an occasion for divine sadism.  Rather, it is a necessary means of 

arresting the attention of the multitudes so that they might receive His mercy. 

 

d. The First Seal (6:1-2): 
 

The first four seals correspond to the four horsemen of the Apocalypse. We should not 

see the rider as an individual, but rather a personification of a growing movement or force 

that will be at work during this future period. 
20

 In this case we see a white horse, 

symbolizing peace—yet it should be noted that this “peace” is the peace of judgment, a 

setup to hoodwinking the world into acquiescing to the Anti-Christ.  The arrowless bow 

suggests that he will do this without violence. The crown symbolizes the victory in which 

he becomes the supreme king of the nations. The crown may also refer to his conquering of 

the three kings and his subduing of seven others in the forming of the Western federation of 

nations (the restored Roman empire) revealed in Daniel 7:8, 20-24. 

 

Thought Question: What types of themes and attitudes can unite a godless world?   

 

There are many answers to this question, including tolerance, counterfeit love, secularism, etc.  
 

Consider the following lyrics to “Imagine” by John Lennon 

Imagine there's no heaven 

It's easy if you try 

No hell below us 

Above us only sky 

Imagine all the people 

Living for today...  

Imagine there's no countries 

It isn't hard to do 

Nothing to kill or die for 

And no religion too 

                                                 
20

 Thomas, Revelation Vol. 1, p. 422. 
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Imagine all the people 

Living life in peace...  

 

e. The Second Seal (6:3-4): 
 

 True peace cannot exist among pagans, as we will see with the second seal.  With the 

opening of this seal, a rider on a red horse wrestles this peace away, and total open warfare 

breaks out on the earth (cf. Matt. 24:6-7).  A great sword—speaking of unprecedented 

conflict throughout the entire world—is given him, leading the nations to rise up against 

each other.   

 

Thought Question:  Why do you suppose that all pagan peace plans fail? 

 

The simplest explanation is that they do not remove the selfishness of man.  They will only work 

if both parties believe that it is in their best self interests.  Only when God changes everyone’s 

heart will there be true and lasting peace.   
 

f. The Third Seal (6:5-6): 
 

The rider on a black horse represents worldwide famine (cf. Matt. 24:6-7), the 

inevitable aftermath of war as it ravages the economies of the world.  He holds a pair of 

scales in his hand, used for weighing food.  The scarcity of food is evidenced by the 

rationing of grain, in which one whole day’s wages will be enough to buy only a meager 

meal.   Though the famine pervades the entire earth, the poor will not be allowed to touch 

“the oil and the wine”—the finer things in life which the “haves” hoard from the “have-

nots”.     

 

Thought Question:  How does scarcity of resources bring out the true character of man? 

It’s easy to “sacrifice” when there is an abundance of goods.  But, when it truly becomes a 

matter of life or death, unbelieving man will look out for number one.  In contrast, a humble 

Christian would rather die than sin against His God.  Further, he would trust that the Lord will 

provide all that He truly needs.  Matt. 6:33-34: But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, 

and all these things will be added to you.  So do not worry about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care 

for itself.  Each day has enough trouble of its own.   
 

g. The Fourth Seal (6:7-8): 
 

The breaking of this seal brings incredible destruction to the world’s population, as 

one-fourth will perish in this judgment. This rider comes upon an ashen horse, a putrid 

yellowish-green color of decay.   

 

 Men will be killed “with the sword and with famine and with pestilence and by the 

wild beasts of the earth” (Rev. 6:8).  These four agents of death are specifically said to be 

God’s “four severe judgments” (Ezek. 14:21).  The number of dead will be staggering if 

the Tribulation begins with five or six billion people on the planet.  
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Thought Question:  What type of response do you suppose the world will have to these 

great atrocities? 

 

It depends on their spiritual state.  Undoubtedly, those who fear the Lord will rejoice as this 

presents clear signs of the Lord’s coming.  In their minds, each passing plague confirms the 

words of Revelation.  On the other hand, those who do not know the Lord will seek death 

instead of taking the brunt of God’s wrath (cf. 6:16).  Finally, some will figure out that the way 

to avoid such wrath would be to repent of the deeds which are the object of God’s rage.   

 

h. The Fifth Seal (6:9-11): 
 

This seal is different from the others in that it focuses on the death of believers during 

these days, martyrs killed because of their loyalty to the Lord and His Word.  Many, many 

people will come to faith in Christ during those first years of the Tribulation, but few will 

make it through alive.   

 

 These saints cry out for the Lord to avenge Himself against the earth dwellers who put 

them to death.  The fact that their persecutors still live implies that these are not the martyrs 

from throughout all the ages; rather, it seems best to conclude that this group of saints is 

comprised of those saved and martyred in the midst of the Tribulation.   

 

 They cry out to the One Holy and True, recognizing the majesty of their God and 

appealing to Him to execute His justice among those who hated Him by killing His 

children.  The Father responds by honoring the slaughtered Saints with a white robe of 

grace and a gentle exhortation to wait until their number has been completed.  Once the last 

of the chosen martyrs joins them, God will avenge their blood. 

 

Thought Question:  How does one harmonize this imprecatory prayer with the command 

to “love your enemies” (Matt. 5:44 and Rom. 12:14, 20).    

 

i. What would be the danger of seeking to avenge ourselves against our enemies 

in our present state?   

 

Currently, we do not have a glorified mind.  Thus, when we think of avenging wrong – we may 

mingle sinful thoughts with righteous ones.  God in His 

wisdom does not want us to be vigilantes, but rather leave the justice to Him who will administer 

all retribution without flaw.  (Romans 12:19) 
 

ii. Given that the saints in Revelation 6:9-11 are glorified, what can we conclude 

about their intentions in issuing this prayer? 

 

Since the sin nature has been completely abolished, they can pray for justice with a pure heart.  

In this case, their zeal for the glory of God drives their desire for the King of Kings to triumph 

over His enemies.   
 



  Survey of Revelation  �                                                                                                                              The Slaves 

of God (7:1-17)  

36 

 

i. The Sixth Seal (12-17):
21

 
 

This seal is probably broken near the middle of the Tribulation (and may introduce the 

final three and a half years—the Great Tribulation).  It brings amazing and powerful 

upheavals on the earth and in the heavens.  A great earthquake convulses the crust of the 

earth, and “every mountain and island were moved out of their places” (Rev. 6:14).  This 

will be accompanied by great cosmic disturbances affecting the sun, moon, and stars (vv. 

12-13)
22

.  So great are these events that a terrified humanity cries out to the rocks and 

mountains to hide them from the wrath of God.   

 

Thought Question:  What is lacking in the response of terrified humanity?  

 

There does not seem to be a hint of remorse for their sin or desire to repent.  
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 Benware, pp. 256-7 
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 Possibly a solar eclipse. 


