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14. Prelude to the Bowl Judgments (Chapter 15) 

 

 Chapters 13 and 14 conclude the parenthesis to the backdrop of the seventh and final 

trumpet.  After profiling God’s enemies, discussing their schemes, evaluating their impact on 

the saints, and detailing God’s final pleas for repentance, John moves on with the story.  

  

a. Another Sign (15:1): 

 

Observation Question:  What sign does John see in 15:1? 

 

 

 God directs John’s eyes to heaven, where he sees a great and marvelous sign including 

the vision in heaven (the seven angels) and the seven plagues (bowl judgments) 

themselves.  The adjectives “great” and “marvelous” point to the spectacular nature of this 

sign, as God brings about awe-inspiring plagues to crush His enemy.  As God has used 

stunning displays of power to deliver His people in the past, He will likewise use His 

power to crush His enemies now.  And, as verse 1 points out, with the conclusion of these 

plagues His wrath will be satisfied.  By ‘wrath’ John means God’s fierce hatred towards sin 

and rebellion. 

 

 Zephaniah 3:8 speaks of this final outpouring of wrath with “Therefore, wait for Me," 

declares the LORD, "For the day when I rise up to the prey. Indeed, My decision is to 

gather nations, To assemble kingdoms, To pour out on them My indignation, All My 

burning anger; For all the earth will be devoured By the fire of My zeal.” 
 

Thought Question: If Jesus were to seek power by running for President of the United States, 

would He be elected?  Why or why not? 

 

This is a fun question to ponder.  Here are a few thoughts; He would not uphold a strict 

democratic government since He plans to reign as King.  He would make too big of an issue 

of people’s morality and not tolerate other lifestyles.  He would outlaw abortion, end 

corporate greed, and campaign donations would not solicit any special favors.   
 

Thought Question:  In light of the previous question, why do you suppose Jesus seeks to 

dispose of all the kingdoms of the earth?  

 

In their present state none of them would be willing to accept Him as their king.   
  

b. The Two Songs (15:2-4): 

 

i. The Singers (15:2):  Once again John witnesses the crystalline platform on which the 

throne of God sits (cf. 4:6).  Yet, this time the kindled fires of God’s wrath radiate from 

the translucent floor.  Upon the glassy floor also stand those who prevailed over the 

beast, his image, and his mark.  These are the men and woman whose faith did not fail.  

They persevered in their belief even when it cost them their life.   
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Observation Question:  Who sings the song(s) and what song(s) do they sing (vv.2- 

3)? 
 

 

 

 

Thought Question:  Why will this be an exuberant time for the martyred saints? 

 

As they faced their death, they did so with the hope and trust that God will execute 

perfect justice for the wrongs done to them.  Now that time has come, and their faith 

has been vindicated. Further, God’s justice and righteousness will be magnified as He 

triumphs over evil. 

 

 

ii. The Song of Moses (15:3a):  The first song is the Song of Moses.  The title 

immediately brings to mind the Moses’ song from Deuteronomy 32 in which Moses 

addressed the Israelites on the plains of Moab as they readied themselves to enter the 

Promised Land.  This song does rehearse God’s justice and power, but it has a 

decidedly negative tone as Moses chastises the Israelites for their unfaithfulness; thus, 

the song in Deuteronomy 32 served as a warning against future unfaithfulness, rather 

than a celebration of victory and triumph.  It makes more sense that Revelation’s Song 

of Moses is the one found in Exodus 15:1-2, in which Moses and the Sons of Israel 

praise God for the destruction of Pharaoh and his army.  Like the forthcoming Song of 

the Lamb, this commemorates God’s awe-inspiring power and might as displayed 

through the disposal of the Pharaoh and his vastly powerful army.  In their singing, the 

martyrs gathered around the throne celebrate the destruction of the Antichrist and his 

minions.   

  

Thought Question: Do you find it odd that people who had already been slaughtered now 

sing about the faithfulness of God?  What does this indicate about their heavenly outlook 

on the final events which transpired on earth? 

 

They all believe that God was faithful to them even in their death.  He never forsook 

them but gave them the grace to die well.  Now that they reside in heaven, it is plain to 

them that their death served a greater purpose – the glory of God.  That may seem 

trite to us who have yet to see His full glory.  However, when we stand face to face 

with the glorified Christ we will see that He is indeed worthy of so much more. 

 

iii. The Song of the Lamb (15:3b-4):  
 

Observation Question:  What is the content of the Song of the Lamb (vv. 3b-4)?  What 

attributes do the ascribe to the LORD? 

 

 

 Whereas the first song remembers God’s past faithfulness to Israel, the second song 

celebrates God’s imminent triumph over the evil Satanic hoards.   
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• “Great and marvelous are Your works, O Lord God, the Almighty;” God’s works 

of judgment create impressions of amazement, featuring His power and deeming 

Him truly “the Almighty.” 

Thought Question:  How will the spectacular nature of the forthcoming judgments 

enhance worship? 

We will see God’s omnipotence working in concert with His holiness, 

righteousness, and wrath.  All of which will fill our hearts and minds with awe and 

reverence.  

• “Righteous and true are Your ways,” Without a doubt, God acted with the utmost 

integrity and fairness in His outpouring of wrath.  No complaint can be filed against 

the severity of these judgments. 

Thought Question:  Given that God is just and righteous and that He inflicts such 

terrifying judgments, what can we conclude about the magnitude of the unbeliever’s sin 

in the midst of the Tribulation? 

With the testimony of the 144,000, the proclamation of the two prophets, the 

angelic herald circumventing the globe, and plagues which correspond to the Bible 

the citizens are truly without excuse.  Thus, their rebellion is first degree in nature 

and deeply offensive to God.   

 

• “King of the nations!”  The LORD is the rightful ruler of all mankind, and He will 

dispose of the rebels so that He might have a kingdom purified of insurrectionists 

and traitors.
 

 

• “Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name?“  This is a rhetorical 

question.  When God concludes His judgment, all the inhabitants of the earth will 

have a terrifying view of His rage and a deep respect for His power.   

Thought Question:  Even though believers will be protected from the wrath of God, 

what impact will seeing others endure the wrath of God have upon the them?  For 

instance, how did the first born Jewish sons respond after the Passover when they 

noticed that their Egyptian counterparts perished? 

They probably feel both a sense of dread and a sense of thanksgiving.  Dread in 

the sense that they know that God is capable of such actions and thanksgiving that 

He has spared them on account of His grace. 
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• “For You alone are holy;”  To be holy means to be set apart from all that is sinful, 

profane, dirty, and unclean. Every thought, characteristic, and action of God is 

perfect.   

Thought Question:  In what sense is God alone Holy?   

He alone is perfect in every way.  Absolutely no one can match His transcendent 

holiness, it is a defining characteristic of God. Exodus 15:11 "Who is like Thee 

among the gods, O LORD? Who is like Thee, majestic in holiness, Awesome in 

praises, working wonders?   

 

• “For ALL THE NATIONS WILL COME AND WORSHIP BEFORE YOU,” Quoting Psalm 

86:9, this speaks of the future reality of all people from all kingdoms bowing down 

and worshipping God.  The next statement explains why this would be the case.  
 

 

• “FOR YOUR RIGHTEOUS ACTS HAVE BEEN REVEALED.” No doubt, the severe exercise 

of His power in judgment will cause many to think twice about disobedience. 

Thought Question:  Why does this heavenly choir rehearse the greatness of God 

before they commence with the Bowl Judgments? 

 

 

 

 

Thought Question:  How can reading of the judgments of Revelation as well as the 

rest of the Bible encourage us in our own walks with God? 

 

There are many answers to this question.  It increases our fear of the Lord as we 

realize that God is serious about sin.  Further, we also can adore the justice of the 

Lord knowing that He will leave no sin unpunished.  Finally, it will give us a fresh 

appreciation for the cross, that Jesus receive infinite wrath in our place.  

 

 

c. The Temple of Doom (15:5-8) 

 

 After hearing the fresh choruses of the Song of the Lamb, John turns his eyes and sees 

an angelic procession from the heavenly temple. 

 

i. The Angelic Procession (15:5-6):   

 

Observation Question:  What does John see when he looks into heaven (v. 5)? 
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John turns his eyes to the heavenly temple – the true residence of the Father, after 

which the earthly temple was patterned (Heb. 8:2,5).  Within this temple are the tablets 

of the testimony of God; rules prescribed by the Creator which the residents of earth 

rejected.   

 

Thought Question:  Why does John make mention of the “testimony” of the Law?  How 

does this explain what is about to happen in Revelation? 

 

This demonstrates God’s absolute righteousness as He is justly punishing the citizens 

of the earth for breaking the law. 

 

 Emerging from this temple are seven angels dressed in linen, clean and bright, with 

distinctive golden sashes.  The golden sashes link these angels back to the vision of 

Jesus which John beheld in Revelation 1:13.  The correspondence of their uniforms to 

Christ’s own suggests that they share the same mission: seeking retribution for the 

world’s crimes against God. 

   

ii. Bowls of Wrath (vs. 7):  In Revelation 5:8 these bowls were filled with incense, 

indicating the prayers of the saints.  This in turn was thrown down to the world in the 

form of the trumpet judgments (8:3).  This time, they are filled to the brim with the 

wrath of God, indicating that God desires to hold nothing back from pouring out His 

rage upon the planet.  This solemn vision illustrates the dreadful truth that “It is a 

terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God” (Hebrews 10:31). 

 

 

 

 

iii. The Temple Transformation (vs. 8)   

 

Observation Question:  What happens to the temple in verse 8? 

 

 

 

 

In verse 8, we notice that the smoke of His glory fills the temple.  This reminisces 

Exodus 40:34 “Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD 
filled the tabernacle.”  For this period of time God becomes unapproachable as He 

focuses on pouring out His wrath upon the earth.  In times past, He poured out this wrath 

on Jesus because of what He did for sinners; now He pours out His wrath on sinners for 

what they do to Jesus.  

 

In the words of one commentator: 

 

 The fierceness of God’s wrath is so intense that no creature can enter His 

presence. The time of offering prayers and petitions for mercy is past, for the hour 
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of judgment has come.  No one may enter the inner sanctuary until the bowls of 

wrath have been poured out and the destruction of the wicked has been completed, 

for God’s mercy is forgotten, His compassion withheld, and His patience 

suspended.
40

  

 

Thought Question: How long will God remain “unapproachable” (15:1)? 

 

According to 15:1 and 8 this will be the case until the seven plagues have been 

completed.  At that point, He will finish pouring out His wrath.  

 

 

 

 

 

Thought Question: Why does God gives us a glorious pictures of Himself before He 

reigns down judgment? 
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