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11. The Lamb and the 144,000 (14:1-5) 

 

 Now that the False Prophet has devised a worldwide system to coerce all the residents of 

the earth to take the Mark of the Beast or die, God presents John with a vision answering the 

question, “What happens to those who do not take the Mark?”  John answers this question by 

giving the readers a glimpse into the millennial reign, when the Kingdom of Christ has been 

firmly established.  This vision will serve as a comfort for afflicted Tribulation Christians who 

now face the ominous choice of whether or not to take the Mark of the Beast.  

 

 

a. The Sealed (v. 1): 

 

Observation Question:  What does John see in verse 1? 

 

 

  

 In this vision, we see the Lamb standing on Mount Zion.  In contrast to the beasts who 

emerged from the depths of the sea and the earth, we find the Lamb of God firmly planted 

on the Sacred Mountain.  The geographical placement demonstrates the Lamb’s allegiance 

to the Lord as well as His ultimate victory in the midst of the Tribulation.  As mentioned in 

11:2, the Satanic armies of gentiles will trample the Temple and Mount Zion underfoot; 

thus, when we see the Lamb (Jesus) standing triumphantly on the same mountain, we can 

conclude that this signifies His ultimate victory over the enemies of God’s people. 

 

 In the company of the Lamb we find 144,000 “having His name and the name of His 

Father written on their foreheads.”  The reference to the 144,000 immediately takes us 

back to chapter 7 where 144,000 believing ethnic Jews are sealed.  The sealing protects 

them from the judgments of God, but does not necessarily protect them from the wrath of 

the Dragon.   

 

 The fact that they are in the presence of the Lamb and that they visibly have the name 

of God on their foreheads—contra the name of the Antichrist—suggests that these saints 

answer the question “What happens to those who do not take the mark?”  These 144,000 

will die martyrs’ deaths for not taking the Mark of the Beast. 

 

Thought Question: Why does God give special esteem to martyrs throughout Revelation?   

 

It serves as a means of encouragement, so that when they face death they know they are 

fulfilling what is written in this great book.  Further, as their confidence in the 

predictions is validated, they can take comfort in the certainty of the promises offered 

specifically to the martyrs.  

 

 God is not content to simply make mention of their violent death; rather He reveals 

their ultimate vindication and triumph.  Instead of taking the Mark of the Beast, they took 

the mark of God.  As a result, they joined Him on Mount Zion, celebrating with their Lord 

as He returns to conquer the earth and establish His kingdom. 
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Thought Question:  How will this image help the 144,000 stand firm in the faith? 

They can forsake the pleasures of this world in faith that there will be a greater reward in 

the future.  
 

Hebrews 11:16 But as it is, they desire a better country, that is a heavenly one. Therefore 

God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them. 
 

b. The New Song (14:2-3): 

 

 

             Observation Question:  What does John describe in verses 2 through 3? 

 

 

 

 

 This vision of the vindicated saints is accompanied by thunderous music, as angelic 

musicians strum their harps and teach the 144,000 a new song specific to their trials and 

tribulations.   

 

 In Deuteronomy 32 we read of the Song of Moses, rehearsing all of the great works 

which God has done in redeeming His people from the clutches of Pharaoh.  This song may 

be known by many, but is not sung with the same passion and heartfelt gratitude as those 

who actually experienced the Exodus.   

  

 In the same way, this “New Song” recounts God’s faithfulness in the midst of the 

Tribulation and celebrates the joy of His victory.  It contains details specific to the plight of 

the 144,000, thus they can sing with a deep, heartfelt gratitude. 

  

Thought Question:  Why do you suppose God wants the 144,000 to commit their rejoicing to 

music? 

 

There are multiple answers to this question.  One that comes to mind is that music stirs 

the emotions.  Further, God gave souls the ability to sing, so that we can make beautiful 

music to him. 

 

c. Separated from the World (14:4-5): 

 

 In the midst of a perverse and corrupt generation, these saints truly do shine as stars.  

Their impeccable lives and martyrs’ deaths undoubtedly proclaim the greatness of God to a 

lost and fallen world.  John details six attributes of the 144,000 which enhance their 

witness to the unbelieving.  As we go through these traits, think through how each of these 

characteristics enhance their ministry to the lost world around them. 

 

Observation Question: How are the 144,00 describes in verses 4-5? 
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i. Have not been defiled with women:  This statement has caused much debate among 

interpreters.  Some contend that this means that the 144,000 were all men who refrained 

from sexual relations during the Tribulation.  While the sentence can have that 

meaning, the presence of the one-world religion of the False Prophet in the near context 

calls for a different interpretation. 

 

 In Revelation 3:4, the same word for defile (moluno) refers to defiling oneself with 

the pagan practices which take place in Sardis.  Further, in Revelation 2:20 and 2:22, 

the woman Jezebel embodies false teachings which condemn many in the church of 

Thyatira.  Thus, John uses “defile” to figuratively allude to corruption brought about by 

false teaching, and “a woman” personifies the damning doctrine of demons.   

 

 In the case of the 144,000 they did not defile themselves by taking the Mark and 

pledging their allegiance to the Antichrist. 

 

Thought Question:  Why do you suppose idolatry is so often equated with adultery? (e.g. 

Deut. 31:16; Jer. 3:8-9)  How does spiritual adultery weaken one’s witness? 

 

Adultery is the violation of a covenant relationship.  In a similar way, idolatry on the 

part of God’s people is detestable in His sight as a violation of His divine covenant.   

Deuteronomy 31:16  
16 

The LORD said to Moses, “Behold, you are about to lie down with your fathers; and 

this people will arise and play the harlot with the strange gods of the land, into the midst 

of which they are going, and will forsake Me and break My covenant which I have made 

with them.  

Jeremiah 3:8-9  
8 

“And I saw that for all the adulteries of faithless Israel, I had sent her away and given 

her a writ of divorce, yet her treacherous sister Judah did not fear; but she went and was 

a harlot also. 
9 

“Because of the lightness of her harlotry, she polluted the land and 

committed adultery with stones and trees.  

 

 

ii. Who follow the Lamb wherever He goes:  These saints lived what Jesus taught in 

Matthew 9:9, 10:38,  Luke 9:23-24, and other passages.  They forsook all that they had 

and followed Christ. 

 

Thought Question:  What would you say to an evangelist who claims that if you make the 

demands for following Christ too great, He will not gain any followers?   

 

People are not saved by the power of persuasion as they are by the Spirit of God 

drawing sinners to the Lord.  Further, the Spirit works with the words of the Gospel 

to solicit absolute loyalty and allegiance.  On top of it all, Jesus makes fantastic 

demands of His followers: 
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Luke 9:23-24  
23 

And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny 

himself, and take up his cross daily and follow Me. 
24 

“For whoever wishes to save his 

life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will save it.  

 

 

Thought Question:  How did the 144,000’s obedience to this command win converts?   

 

They are an example of Matthew 5:13-16 (NASB95) 
13 

“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become tasteless, how can it be made 

salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled 

under foot by men. 
14 

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 

hidden; 
15 

nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, 

and it gives light to all who are in the house. 
16 

“Let your light shine before men in such 

a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.  

iii. These have been purchased from among men:  By the precious blood of the Lamb 

these saints have been purchased.  The passive voice of the verb “purchase” implies the 

outside intervention of God in securing for Himself these people.  While they give all 

that they have to follow Him, they do so because they were purchased to do that very 

thing. 

 

 

iv. As first fruits to God and to the Lamb:  The term “first fruits” may have a double 

meaning.  On one hand, it connotates the initial produce of the ensuing harvest.  In the 

case of the 144,000, they were the first converts of the tremendous soul harvest that 

occurred in 7:9 and following.   

 

 The other meaning, which seems more clearly in view is that of consecration or 

sacrifice.  God commands the Israelites in Deuteronomy 18:4,  “You shall give him the 

first fruits of your grain, your new wine, and your oil, and the first shearing of your 
sheep.”  The Lord wanted the Israelites to make it a priority to offer the initial fruit of 

their harvest.  Eventually, the first fruit of the harvest became synonymous with being 

consecrated; it was considered qualitatively better than the rest since it was sacrificed to 

God.  In the same way, the 144,000 represent the finest fruit of the harvest, blameless 

and faultless in every way. 

 

Thought Question:  How do you suppose the suffering the 144,000 endured enhanced the 

quality of their faith? 

 

There are many answers to this question, one which comes to mind comes from:  
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James 1:2-4  
2 

Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 
3 
knowing that the testing of 

your faith produces endurance. 
4 

And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be 

perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.  

 Through suffering we relate to the sufferings of Christ and know that he can sympathize 

with us as He endured merciless beatings.    

 Suffering also puts Christians back on their knees.  Most Christians tend to wander 

waywardly when prosperity is plentiful.  We tend to take credit for the blessings of bounty.  

Thus, suffering serves as God’s megaphone to summon our attention and force us to rely upon 

Him.   

 

 

v. No lie was found in their mouth:  This speaks of the integrity of speech.  The 144,000 

speak God’s word with complete truthfulness.  They do not exaggerate or understate 

the teachings of the Word of God. 

 

Thought Question:  How does this contrast with the Dragon, Antichrist, and False 

Prophet? 

 

The anti-Trinity as it were, gains and achieves their power through lies and deception.  

After all, Satan is the Father of Lies (John 8:44).  

 

 

vi. They are blameless:  This refers to the blamelessness of Christ (1 Pet. 1:19; Heb. 

9:14) and of Christians (Phil. 2:15 and Jude 24).  Behind all of these usages is the Old 

Testament concept of a sacrifice without flaw which was therefore fit to be offered.  In 

the same way, these saints are worthy to be consecrated.  They lacked any insincerity or 

duplicity that would make their sacrifice unacceptable to God.
39

 

  

Thought Question:  How does the quality of blamelessness enhance one’s testimony?  

What would be the ramifications if one did not have this characteristic? 

 

We worship a God of absolute integrity who is utterly incapable of lying (Titus 1:2).  

This is good news for us, as we have certainty that He will fulfill His promises.  If we 

do not minister with this same integrity, we will be contradicting our own message 

about a God of absolute truth.   
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 Thomas, V. II pg. 199. 


