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d. The Archangel Michael (12:7-12) 

 

The account of Michael elaborates upon the plight of the woman.  A dejected Dragon seeks 

to avenge his defeat by attacking the Woman.  The following gives a detailed account of 

the downfall of Satan, which will be followed by a prophecy of his future failed attack 

against the woman.   

 

 

i. The War (vs. 7-8):  Michael (literally, “who is like God”) is an archangel, or an angel 

of high rank, who served as prince or guardian over the destinies of the nation of Israel 

(Dan. 10:21; 12:1). According to Jude 9, Michael disputed with Satan over the body of 

Moses.
33

 This hints at a long-standing feud between the archangel and Satan. 

 At the halfway point of the Tribulation (12:6, 14) a frustrated Satan and his angels 

make war with the mighty Michael and his heavenly hosts.  As verse 8 goes onto 

describe, Satan and his legions where not strong enough to overcome Michael’s army, 

thus he lost his domain in heaven. 

 

Thought Question:  Why do you suppose Satan will step up his defiance three and a half 

years before the Lord’s return? 

 

There are many answers to this question including desperation, a firm belief that his 

plans are working, and he is in a greater position to do so with the world government 

at his disposal.   

 

ii. The Result (vs. 9):  Verse nine records the result of the war: Satan was cast from 

heaven to earth.   

 

                  Observation Question:  What four terms describe the dragon in verse 9?   

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
33
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• The serpent of old: This reaches back to the beginning of the human race, when 

the serpent deceived Eve and instigated rebellion against God. 

 

• The Devil:  Literally, “slanderer, defamer, false accuser.”  The Devil has a 

penchant for misrepresenting the truth about God, others, and even himself. 

 

• Satan:  “Enemy or adversary”.  Satan is the archenemy of God who has sought to 

thwart His plans beginning with the first temptation. 

 

• Who deceives the whole world: Satan skews and mangles the truth to trick the 

world into believing wrong things about God and His saints.   

 

Thought Question:  Why do you suppose lies and deception are Satan’s chosen tools of 

the trade? 

 

There are many answers to this question.  One that comes to mind is that it works.  

People in their fallen state are easy to flatter and deceive.  A second possibility is that 

the truth leads people to Christ.  Thus, to acquire a following Satan must dissuade 

people from the truth and believe lies about Christ as well as the devil himself.   

 

 Though Satan had previously fallen from God’s good graces (Rev. 4), we know that 

he had access to the throne room of God as we see in Job 1:13-19.  Also, in Daniel 

10:13 we read of an angelic messenger thwarted from his task by either Satan or one of 

his messengers.  Finally, Jude 9 provides an account of Michael engaging in a dispute 

over the body of Moses. Though Satan had fallen, he had access to God and His holy 

agents. 

 

  The Resurrection dealt Satan a severe blow as both John 16:11 and 12:31 mention 

the certainty of his defeat.  Though his judgment is certain, as we see in Revelation, it is 

still future. 

 

 In this last cosmic disturbance, Satan’s plight becomes progressively worse as 

Michael banishes him from any presence in heaven.  This is the first of the threefold 

phases of his judgment mentioned in Revelation – the abyss and the lake of fire being 

the other.   

 

Thought Question:  Why do you suppose that God has God waited so long to depose 

Satan? 

 

There are many possibilities, but I believe that Satan and His activities somehow fit 

into God’s plan.  Thus, God will dispose of him when it’s best for God.   

 

 

iii. The Declaration (vs. 10-12):   
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Observation Question: According to verses 10 and 11 how has Satan been overcome?   

 

 

 

In response to the downfall of Satan a voice from heaven celebrates:  “Now the 

salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ 
has come.”  The overthrow of Satan is at hand, and his cruel dictatorship will be 

replaced with the Kingdom of Christ, who will deliver the saints, avenge their enemies, 

and rule righteously. 

 

 The accusing work of Satan has finally come to an end.  No longer will he be 

tirelessly questioning the motives and actions of the saints, or attempting to afflict them 

with doubt.  Satan’s accusations have been trumped by the blood of the Lamb, by 

which all the sins of the saints have been forgiven (1 John 2:1-2).  Further, the 

testimony of the believers’ lives confirms this transformational power of the blood.  

They testified of the glory of God to an unbelieving world and did not even regard their 

own lives as worth anything in comparison to the richness of Christ. 

 

Thought Question:  How do the blood of Christ and the testimony of our lives overcome 

Satan’s accusations? 

 

In the words of the Disciple who Jesus loved: 

1 John 2:1-2 
 
My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if 

anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 
2 

and He Himself is 

the propitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world.  

The substitutionary work on the cross insures that we will receive our pardon.  

Further, the fruit of our transformed life insures that our faith is genuine. 

2 Corinthians 13:5
 
Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not 

recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you—unless indeed you fail the test?  

 This hymn of triumphant praise concludes with a warning to God’s remnant on 

earth.  With no more angels to torment and no platform to question God, Satan will 

turn his rage on God’s people.  Given that he only has a short time left, his wrath 

during the last three and a half years will be tremendous. 

 

 

e. The Offspring of the Woman (12:13-17) 

 

 

Observation Question:  According to vv. 13-17 what does Satan do after He has been cast 

down to earth? 

 After the detailed account of Satan’s demise, we now witness a fuller account of the 

woman’s flight into the desert.   
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 When cast down to earth, the defeated Satan begins to lash out like an animal caught in 

a trap.  In this case, he turns his ire towards the woman – the nation of Israel.  It is during 

this time that Satan sacks the city of Jerusalem and the Gentiles trample it underfoot (cf. 

11:2).  In response to this aggression, the woman takes flight to the desert.   

 

 Under normal circumstances, a mass movement of men, women, and children could not 

outpace an organized army such as the one which would conquer Jerusalem.  Yet, in this 

case God intervenes by escorting them with the wings of an eagle, which is reminiscent of 

Exodus 19:4 where God says, 'You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and 

how I bore you on eagles' wings, and brought you to Myself.”  This refers to the 

supernatural deliverance of the Jewish nation.  Not only will God deliver them; He will 

also graciously nourish and provide for them during the time, times, and half a time (three 

and a half years) in the desert.   

 

 Frustrated by his failure to nab the woman, the Dragon concocts a plan to wipe her out.  

Opening his mouth, he gushes forth a flood of water.  (While the water may be literal 

water, the symbolic nature of this chapter gives some latitude for other interpretations.)  

Yet God supernaturally intervenes by opening up the earth to swallow the water, thereby 

protecting the woman from harm. 

   

Thought Question:  How does this flight of the woman compare and contrast with the Jews’ 

flight from Egypt? 

 

In both cases, Israel was delivered from the threat of an aquatic catastrophe.  During the 

Exodus, the water walled in the Israelites and left them vulnerable to the Egyptian army.  

In Revelation, we find a flood from the dragon’s mouth threatening their existence.  In 

both accounts, God supernaturally intervenes to deliver the Chosen People.  During the 

Exodus, God divides the water to allow safe passage.  In Revelation, God divides the 

earth to squelch the flood.    

 

 Frustrated by his failure, the Dragon ceases to trouble the woman, turning his attention 

instead towards “the rest of her children.”  “Rest of her children” implies other members 

of the ethnic tribes of Israel.  And as we will find out in Revelation 14:1-5 this would best 

be taken as the 144,000 who have been sealed for two reasons: 

 

1.  They have an evangelistic ministry which would disperse them throughout the 

whole earth (thus most of them would not be concentrated in Jerusalem). 

  

2.  They are of obvious Jewish descent (Rev. 7:4-8). 

 

 Yet in spite of their similarities they do not feel compelled to run for their lives, as they 

have all embraced the gospel of Jesus Christ (vs. 17).   

 

Thought Question:  What kind of success is Satan having in Chapter 12?   
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Satan’s having a bad run.  He tried to murder the child but he failed (vs. 5). Israel 

becomes his next target but they escape into the wilderness (vs. 6)  He then lost an epic 

battle with Michael and was expelled from heaven (vss. 7-9).  Then Satan attempts to 

afflict Israel in their safe haven but God supernaturally protects them (vs. 16).   

 

f. The Beast Out of the Sea (13:1-10) 

 

 This is as a continuation of John’s vision in which the Dragon seeks to make war with 

the rest of the seed of the woman.  Frustrated by previous failures, the Dragon now seeks to 

bring about a new power to torment the children of God. 

 

i. The Description of the Beast (1-3a) 

 

Observation Questions:  How is the Best described in vv. 1-3a? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- “A Beast” This refers to a vicious killing animal. In the larger context this refers both 

to a person and the world system that he controls. 

 

- “Coming out of the Sea”  In ancient times many regarded the sea as a “reservoir of 

evil.”  Several Old Testament references to Satanic sea monsters reinforces this 

perception (cf. Isa. 27:1; 59:9-10).  These allusions, coupled with the clear statements 

in Revelation 11:7 and 17:8, would lead us to conclude that the sea refers to the 

“abyss” – the domain of Satan and his legions. 

 

- “Ten horns”  As mentioned in the previous discussion (pp. 54-55), this refers to the 

co-regents of the Antichrist.   

 

- “Seven heads” Again, from our previous discussion (pp. 54-55) we take this to mean 

five previous kingdoms (Greece, Medo-Persia, Babylon, Assyria, and Egypt), the 

current kingdom (Rome), and the future revitalized Rome.   
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Thought Question:  Why do you suppose that both the Dragon and the Beast are described 

as having ten horns and seven heads (vs. 4)?  

 

The same shadowy power directs, guides, and energizes them – Satan.  

 

 

Note:  Both the Dragon and the Beast share the Ten Horns and the Seven Heads - this 

implies that the same power energizes both of them.  Further, the Beast and his final 

kingdom prove to be the consummation of the previous wicked empires. 

 

- “On his horns were ten diadems”:  This refers to the regal status of the ten rulers 

reigning within the Antichrist’s government.   

 

- “On his heads were blasphemous names.”:  As is often the case with world rulers, 

these rulers ascribe to themselves blasphemous names equating themselves with deity.  

 

- “Like a Leopard”:  This refers to a swift, agile creature.  The same imagery is used of 

the Greek empire led by Alexander in Daniel 7:6, which quickly conquered the ancient 

world.  In the same way, the army of the Antichrist will rapidly subdue the world. 

 

- “His feet were like those of a bear”:  It was proverbially understood that the bear 

would crush his victims under his powerful paws.  Again, in Daniel 7:5 this imagery is 

applied to the Medo-Persians who had ferocious strength.  The government of the 

Antichrist will dominate in the same way.  

 

- “His mouth like the mouth of a lion”:  Again this hearkens back to Daniel 7.  This 

time it refers to the Babylonian empire (Dan. 7:4).  By focusing upon the mouth, this 

vision highlights both Babylon’s and the Antichrist’s terrifying roar and devouring 

capabilities.  Indeed, his earthly enemies shall wilt before him. 

 

Note:  Notice that the antichrist is a conglomeration of these three powerful empires; 

indeed, he will draw upon the strengths of all three. 

 

-  “The Dragon gave him his power and his throne and great authority” 
This demonstrates the intimate relationship between the Beast and the Dragon. Satan 

would never share his power unless he believed that the partaker would do his bidding.  

In this case, the Antichrist will carry out the Dragon’s plans to terminate the rest of the 

woman’s seed and lead the world to worship Satan.   

 

Thought Question: What kind of authority will the Antichrist possess (2 Cor. 4:4)?  Why 

will Satan give him this authority (13:4)? 

 

The people will worship the dragon (Satan) though their worship of the beast.  Thus, 

Satan will gladly delegate some authority if it will lead to more worshippers.  He is the 

god of this world, and desires to be honored as a god.  
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-  “The Fatal Wound”:  In verse 3, John notices that one of seven heads seems to be 

dead, smote with a fatal wound.  Interpreters are split over the nature of this wounded 

head.  Some, citing that the seven heads represent seven Satanically inspired kingdoms, 

claim that this vision represents a deceased Rome which will soon be resurrected.  

However, as previously stated, the kingdom of the Antichrist is the consummation of 

all of six previous empires.  Energized by the force which empowered the previous 

kingdoms, the Antichrist and his subjects rule the earth.   Therefore, each head does not 

have to correspond to a kingdom.   

 

 When we examine the “ministry” of the Beast of the earth, we see many indications 

that the Beast from the Sea is indeed an individual.  The Beast of the Earth (the False 

Prophet) leads the masses to worship the Beast (vs. 12), the false prophet makes an 

image of the Beast (difficult to do if he is not a person), and he proclaims that the 

resuscitation of his life makes the Beast worthy of worship—a reason that would not 

make sense if he was talking about an empire.  Therefore, it would be best to take the 

event of verse 3 as the resuscitation of the Antichrist. 

   

Thought Question:  Does this constitute a genuine resurrection?  Why or why not? 

 

It’s really hard to say as the next paragraph explains.  

 

 Many people have a theological problem with this being a genuine resurrection.  

They note that only God has the power to raise people from the dead.  Further, 

Revelation 13:3 reads “as if it had been slain.”  Hence many conclude that a genuine 

death does not occur, but Satan dupes the world into believing that the Antichrist has 

been resurrected.  One the other hand, God often grants Satan supernatural power (2 

Thess. 2:9).  Whether it’s an actual resurrection or a supernatural healing of what 

would be an otherwise fatal wound, the masses will be amazed.  

 

Thought Question:  For what purpose does Satan resuscitate the Antichrist?  What does he 

hope to do with this miracle? 

 

This is all done to counterfeit the work of Christ.  In doing so, he would be able to build a 

false religion which gives some credence to the truth of the Bible.  Further, the 

“resurrection” would help the antichrist develop a false religion which will give praise 

and honor to the dragon.  Satan is not so selfless that he would complacently allow the 

antichrist to receive all the glory.   He only exalts the antichrist so that the antichrist will 

return the favor and then some.  

 

 

ii. The Response to the Beast (3b-4)   
Observation Question:  How do the masses respond to the beast (3b04)? 
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Amazed by the resuscitation of the Antichrist, the world begins to follow after the 

Beast.  To Satan’s delight, they vicariously worship the Dragon through their adoration 

of the Beast.  The citizens of the earth praise the Beast by saying, “Who is like the 

beast.”  This mocks such passages as: 

 

Exodus 15:11 "Who is like Thee among the gods, O LORD?” 

 

Psalm 113:5 “Who is like the LORD our God, Who is enthroned on           high.” 

 

Isaiah 40:18  “To whom then will you liken God? Or what likeness will you compare 

with Him?” 
 

The blasphemies continue with “Who is able to wage war with him?”  In their 

minds, no one—not even God—can conquer this king. 

 

Thought Question:  What kind of faith and belief does the resuscitation of the Antichrist 

trigger in the masses?  Why didn’t the Resurrection of Jesus achieve the same effect?   

 

The resuscitation of the Antichrist triggers wide spread adoration.  Unlike the 

resurrection of Christ, the miracle was widely witnessed and personally experienced 

by many of his followers.  Thus, they worship the beast as divine and ascribe to him 

the glory due to God.  The reason why the resurrection of Jesus did not have the same 

effect, was because this miracle was not tangibly made known to an unbelieving 

world.  Further, if the truth of Jesus’ message did not persuade them, neither will 

insurmountable proof of His resurrection.  

 

Luke 16:31 
 
“But he said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they 

will not be persuaded even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 

 

 

iii. The Acts of the Beast (13:5-8) 

 

   Observation Question:  What actions does the Beast perform in vv. 5-8? 

 

 

 

- Blasphemy (vs. 5-6): Many wicked dictators in the past have deceived the masses with 

their tongues.  Like Adolf Hitler, who was able to mesmerize millions by his ‘inspiring’ 

speeches, the Antichrist will use his charisma and rhetorical ability to boast of himself 

and blaspheme God. These activities will only last for the last forty-two months of the 

Tribulation. 
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Thought Question:  Who gave the Beast the “mouth” and the authority for forty-two 

months (vs. 4; cf. Romans 13:1b)? 

 

God is the only one who can establish an authority. 

 

 These acts of blasphemy are not incidental; rather, they are on-going actions 

stemming from the wicked core of the Beast. He blasphemes God by defaming His 

name, either by mocking it directly or placing it upon himself (i.e. the Beast is Lord).  

He also ridicules God’s heavenly tabernacle and those who reside there (namely His 

angels).  This is understandable, as Michael and his contingent of angels have just 

defeated the Dragon, the source of the Beast’s power.   

 

- Persecution of the Saints (vs. 7-8) The Beast also had the ability to overcome all of 

the saints.  Though many of the saints were supernaturally protected from the wrath of 

God, this same protection does not carry over the wrath of the Beast (except for the 

saints in the wilderness in Rev. 12).  He also achieves what no ruler has ever done—

seize power over every tribe, tongue, and nation. 

 

Thought Question:  Up to this point, what parallels does the Beast have with Jesus (cf. 

13:2, 3, 4, 7)?  Why is this so? 

 

 He has a subordinate relationship with his father the devil (Rev. 13:2 compare 

with John 5:30).  He was “resurrected” from the dead (13:3 compare with 1 

Corinthians 15: 1-8).  He ascribed glory to His father and facilitated the worship of 

the dragon (13:4 compare with John 12:28).  Finally, he assumed authority over every 

trip, people, tongue, and nation (13:7 compare with Rev. 5:9).   

 In my opinion Satan imitates Christianity because it is the truth.  He seeks to lure 

away would be followers of Christ by manufacturing a religion which would cause 

them to apply passages of Scripture to the wrong person.     

 

In verse 8 we see the universal success that the Beast will have in attracting 

worshippers.  All people, except for the ones who are written in the book of life, will 

worship him.  Mormons, liberal Christians, Muslims, Buddhists, and even Atheists will 

all submit to the teachings and authority of the Beast. Quite an amazing feat!  This will 

be the ultimate exercise in ecumenism.     

 

Thought Question:  What does this demonstrate about what unites the godless world? 

 

Hatred for God and the truth. 

 

 Even though the Antichrist will have tremendous persuasive power, he will never 

deceive the elect into following him.  Those written in the book of life will not worship 

him, as it has been determined from the foundation of the world that they would have 

the blood of the Lamb applied to them.  They have been selected and sealed, thus they 

will not commit this great apostasy. 
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Thought Question:  How will the knowledge of being written in the book of life give 

comfort to those swimming upstream in the torrent of this final false religion? 

 

They know that they will be vindicated in the end as they are assured of eternal life. 

 

iv. Exhortation to the Saints (13:9-10):  
 

Observation Question:  Who are the audiences in vv. 9-10 and what is the general 

sense of the God’s exhortation to them?   

 

 

 

 

 The author summons the attention of the faithful
34

 to give them a specific word of 

encouragement in the midst of this fearsome Tribulation: 

 

“If anyone is to go into captivity, into captivity he will go. If anyone is to be killed 

with the sword, with the sword he will be killed. This calls for patient endurance and 

faithfulness on the part of the saints.”
35

 
 

 These exhortations underscore the necessity of submitting to the sovereign plan of 

God.  Through His providence God will grant the Dragon the authority to grant the 

Beast the power to persecute the saints.  As mentioned previously, though the Beast 

perceives himself victorious as he inflicts such suffering, God will use it for His good 

purposes.  

 

Thought Question:  How will God use the suffering of the captives and martyrs for good? 

 

There are multiple answers to this question.  One that comes to mind is that they will 

demonstrate to their captors that their faith is worth dying for.   

 

- To the Captives:  God tells those who will be imprisoned that He is using the 

activities of the Antichrist to accomplish His purposes.  They go into captivity 

knowing that the time of the Antichrist and their persecution will be short—forty-

two months. 

 

- To the Martyrs:  The people who die by the sword were meant to do so.  They are 

filling up the number of martyrs in Rev. 6:9-11.   

 

                                                 
34

 The “He who has ears let him here” mirrors a similar command to the churches in 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22.  Further, 

the proceeding exhortations seem to apply to believers.  Both of these rule out the possibility of this being a warning to the 

persecutors.   
35

 I chose the NIV rendering of this verse as opposed to the NASB because I believe that it more accurately accounts for 

the textual variants. 
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 Both of these examples demonstrate the fact that sometimes God does not want us 

to seek to escape trials.  Faithfully accepting the sovereign circumstances of God 

defines the faith and perseverance of the saints.   

 

Thought Question:  Does this mean that persecuted Christians should not try to fight back 

or flee from their persecutors? 

 

This is a tough question.  What we know for sure is that Christians should never give 

into the demands of their oppressor.  Further, we should wait on God to bring forth 

final vengeance.  With this said, we should note that in Acts we find no example of the 

Church taking up arms to defend themselves against their adversaries.  However, we 

do see them fleeing for their lives.  Based off of that model we can say that fleeing is 

permissible while fighting is not. In this case, it seems as if God is calling on the 

persecuted to accept their circumstances from Him.  

 

Thought Question:  Why does God want the persecuted to accept their sovereign 

circumstances instead of attempting to change them?  (Cf. Rom. 12:19) 

 

God does not want us to be vigilantes as our fallen nature may lead to imperfect 

justice.  Rather, He desires us to wait upon Him to administer justice fairly.  This 

frees us up to simply love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


