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Faithful Parenting Lesson 3 

Teach Them Diligently 

Deut. 6:4-9; 20-25 

I. Introduction: 

On January 20th, 2010 the New York Times Reports:  

The average young American now spends practically every waking minute — except for the time 
in school — using a smart phone, computer, television or other electronic device, according to a 
new study from the Kaiser Family Foundation.  Those ages 8 to 18 spend more than seven and a 
half hours a day with such devices, compared with less than six and a half hours five years ago, 
when the study was last conducted. And that does not count the hour and a half that youths spend 
texting, or the half-hour they talk on their cellphones.1 

A. Given these statistics, what measure of influence do parents have on their children? Why? 
 
 

B. Based off of what we know from this study, who functionally instructs today’s children?  
 
 

C. What messages do these various forms of media impart to children?  
 
 

D. In light of this, why is it important to be intentional about teaching our children? 
 
 

We live in a hostile world which increasingly extends its influence over young people.   The 
internet, video games, television, and texting dominate the lives of children, even from the 
youngest ages, effectively silencing the wisdom and insight of parents.  Thus, it is no surprise 
that many young people in the church, saturated from infancy with media instruction, conclude 
that the Bible is irrelevant and even bigoted.  

This is why we need to apply the words of Deuteronomy 6:4-9 

 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 You shall love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 6 And these words that I 
command you today shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, 
and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when 
you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall 
be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and 
on your gates.  

                                                           
1 http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/20/education/20wired.html 

http://www.kff.org/entmedia/mh012010pkg.cfm
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This passage is one of the classic texts on instructing children.  A proper understanding of this 
passage will demonstrate to parents the need to take an active role in the instruction of their 
children.   Parents need to be emboldened to use their God-given position and authority to push 
back the corrupting influence of the prince of this world.  Their patient, consistent, timely 
instruction is what their children need in order to view all of life through the lens of Scripture.  

 
II. The Theological Context:  

Before we get to the text itself, it will be helpful to understand the historical and theological 
context of Deuteronomy.  After God delivers His chosen people from slavery to Egypt, He takes 
them to the foot of Mount Sinai and makes the following promise in Exodus 19:5-6:  

 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my 
treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6 and you shall be to me a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the people of 
Israel.”  

A. What is God’s design for the nation of Israel? How does God intend for Israel to relate to 
the nations?   
 
 
 

B. In order for Israel to maintain its status as a Kingdom of Priests and Holy Nation what 
must they continually do? 

 

 

C. When Yahweh declares “If you will obey my voice and keep my covenant” what 
commandments and precepts does he have in mind (cf. Exodus 20:1-17)? 
 
 
 

D. According to Leviticus 26:14–17 what will happen if Israel failed to keep the covenant?   

 
14 “But if you will not listen to me and will not do all these commandments, 15 if you spurn my 
statutes, and if your soul abhors my rules, so that you will not do all my commandments, but 
break my covenant, 16 then I will do this to you: I will visit you with panic, with wasting 
disease and fever that consume the eyes and make the heart ache. And you shall sow your seed 
in vain, for your enemies shall eat it. 17 I will set my face against you, and you shall be struck 
down before your enemies. Those who hate you shall rule over you, and you shall flee when 
none pursues you.  
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E. Why is it important that Israel keeps the commandments?  How would their failure to do 
so impact their status and function as a “Kingdom of Priests”? (Hint: Remember the 
function of a priest.) 
 
 

III. Background: 

With this context in mind, we move to the book of Deuteronomy.  Here we find the nation of 
Israel has gathered on the plains of Moab, where they are preparing to enter the Promised Land.  
After the inception of the Covenant forty years prior, an entire generation had perished after their 
faithless, disobedient response to the spies’ ill report (Num. 14).  In addition, even Moses 
himself – on account of his own rebellion (Num. 20:10-13)– cannot enter the Land.  Thus, he has 
gathered them on the plains of Moab to give them final instructions as they are about to enter the 
Promised Land, so that they can fulfill the terms of the covenant made with Yahweh on Mount 
Sinai.   

After rehearsing Israel’s sojourn in the desert the prophet reviews the Ten Commandments along 
with some other laws.  Then in Chapter 6  Moses strongly exhorts Israel to keep the core of the 
law and transmit these truths to the next generation.   

While parenting may not be the primary focus of this chapter, we see its function within the 
nation of Israel.  God expects parents to pass along the vital truths of the law to the next 
generation so that they will faithfully keep their covenant with God. While this command 
specifically applies to Israel, it provides precious insight as to what Paul expects when he 
commands the fathers in the Ephesian church to bring up their children “in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4).  

 

IV. The Text:  
 
A. The Content of the Instruction (vv. 4-5):  

 
4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 You shall love the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 

1. What two declarations does Moses make about God?  Why would this be striking 
in the religious culture of the day (v. 4)? 
 
 
 

2. What does Moses command in verse 5, and how is this to be done? 
 

 
 

3. What did Moses have in mind when he called on the Israelites to love the Lord 
their God (Deut. 5:10)? How should this love be expressed? 
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4. Why do you suppose Moses makes a declaration of the nature of God before he 
gives a command to love God? 

 

5. In parenting why would it be important to impart to our children an understanding 
of the nature of God?  How will this shape their obedience? 

 
 

 
B. The Prerequisite for Instruction (v. 6):  

6 And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.  

1. What is the command in this verse (v. 6) and who is the audience (v. 1)? 
 

 
 
 

2. How can the commandments be on someone’s heart?  In that day and age how 
would they go about putting the law upon their heart (hint: very few of the 
Israelites could read2)? 

 

Note: While the western mind sees the heart as the center our emotional life and personality, the 
psychology of the Old Testament views the heart as the seat of the intellect or rational side of 
humankind.  To “be upon the heart” is to be in one’s constant, conscious reflection.3 

3. In our day an age what would it look like for the commandments to be on our 
hearts? 

 

C. The Manner of Instruction (vv. 7-9):  
7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 8 You shall 
bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. 9 You shall 
write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

                                                           
2 Comparative data show that under Roman rule the Jewish literacy rate improved in the Land of Israel. However, 
rabbinic sources support evidence that the literacy rate was less than 3%. Cited from 
http://faculty.biu.ac.il/~barilm/illitera.html downloaded on October 9th, 2012.  
3 Merrill, E. H. (2001). Vol. 4: Deuteronomy (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American 
Commentary (167). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 

http://faculty.biu.ac.il/~barilm/illitera.html
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1. What two commandments does Moses give in verse 7? 
 
 
 

2. Whom does God hold responsible for fulfilling these commands? 
 

 
 

3. What do you suppose it means to “teach . . . diligently”? 

 

Note: The Hebrew Word literally means to sharpen.4 The image is that of the engraver of a 
monument who takes hammer and chisel in hand and with painstaking care etches a text into the 
face of a solid slab of granite. The sheer labor of such a task is daunting indeed, but once done 
the message is there to stay.5 

4. In light of the background why is it important to have these commands etched 
permanently on the hearts of the next generation? 
 
 
 

5. Practically speaking, what would it look like to etch the commandments on the 
hearts of children? What kind of effort is required to do this? 
 
 
 

6. Consider the two contrasts in verse 7.  What do they suggest about when to teach 
your children diligently?   

 
 
 

7. In addition to teaching the children, what does God command in vv. 8-9? 
 
 

Note:  While many Jews took this passage literally by placing tiny scrolls containing four key 
Old Testament texts6 in small leather containers and literally binding them to their head and 
forehead, this is not necessarily what Moses had in mind.  This speaks of the commandments 
impacting what you do (hands) and see (eyes).  In addition, you practice them when you leave or 
enter the house (the door), and when you leave and enter the city (the gates).  
                                                           
4 Brown, F., Driver, S. R., & Briggs, C. A. (2000). Enhanced Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew and English Lexicon 
(electronic ed.) (1041). Oak Harbor, WA: Logos Research Systems. 

5 Merrill, E. H. (2001). Vol. 4: Deuteronomy (electronic ed.). Logos Library System; The New American 
Commentary (167). Nashville: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 

6 Exo. 13:1-10, 11-16; Deut. 6:4-9; 11:13-21 
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8. Why is it important that the parents continually remember and apply the 
commands?  How will a failure to do so impact their children? 

 

Simply memorizing and imparting the commands is not enough.  Moses goes on to instruct: 

Deuteronomy 6:20–25 “When your son asks you in time to come, ‘What is the meaning of the 
testimonies and the statutes and the rules that the LORD our God has commanded you?’ 21 
then you shall say to your son, ‘We were Pharaoh’s slaves in Egypt. And the LORD brought us 
out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 22 And the LORD showed signs and wonders, great and 
grievous, against Egypt and against Pharaoh and all his household, before our eyes. 23 And he 
brought us out from there, that he might bring us in and give us the land that he swore to give 
to our fathers. 24 And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our 
God, for our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as we are this day. 25 And it will be 
righteousness for us, if we are careful to do all this commandment before the LORD our God, 
as he has commanded us.’  

 
9. What is the focus of the son’s question (v. 20)? 

 
 
 

10. What activities and actions do you suppose would prompt this question? 
 
 
 

11. How is the parent to preface his answer (vv. 21-23)? Why would this be 
important?  
 
 
 

12. What is the purpose of the statutes (v. 24)? 
 
 
 

13. What does it mean to fear the Lord? 
 
 
 

John Murray gives the following definition of the fear of God: 
 
The fear of God in which godliness consists is the fear which constrains [compels or powerfully 
produces] adoration and love.  It is the fear which consists in awe, reverence, honor, and 
worship, and all of these on the highest level of exercise.  It is the reflex in our consciousness of 
the transcendent majesty and holiness of God.7    
                                                           
7 John Murray, Principles of Conduct (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1957), 236-7. 
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14. According to verses 24 and 25 why would it be loving for a parent to impart 

God’s laws to their children? 
 
 

Note:  The faith which will lead a Hebrew to fear God and keep His commandments is the same 
faith which reckons the Hebrew as righteous.   

15. What would be the danger to Israel if they fail to teach and instruct their children? 

 

V. Thought Questions: 

In 2 Timothy 3:14–15 we read:   
14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from 
whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred 
writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  

A. Where did Timothy receive his instruction (2 Tim. 1:5)? 
 
 
 

B. According to the above passage what impact did this childhood instruction have on 
Timothy? 
 
 
 

C. What does this passage teach us about the applicability of Deuteronomy 6 to our lives 
today? 
 
 
 

D. While the Hebrews spoke of the Exodus and the Covenant, what are some vital truths 
which we need to engrave on our children’s hearts? 
 
 
 

E. What are some practical ways we can do so? 
 
 
 
 

F. What prevents parents from diligently teaching their children? 
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G. Will diligently teaching our children guarantee their salvation?  Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 

H. What are the consequences of not diligently teaching your children? If we don’t instruct 
them, who will? 
 
 
 
 

I. What is the potential impact of diligent teaching on the souls of our children?  How can it 
pay dividends later (Rom. 10:14-17)? 
 
 
 

J. What are some creative ways you can instruct your children? 
 
 
 
 

VI. Questions for Personal Reflection: 
 
A. How much scriptural instruction do your children get relative to their media intake? 

Who or what has the most influence on your children? 
 
 

B. Are the words of Scripture on your heart? Do you feel like you are equipped to impart 
the Scriptures to your children? 
 
 

VII. Conclusion: 

Deuteronomy  6:4-9; 20-25 shows us that parents must possess and live out a deep and 
abiding knowledge of God’s word.  In addition, we see that God expects parents to make 
sure that they diligently instruct their children.  In a world which surrounds our children 
with various inputs and media messages, parents must work extra hard to saturate the little 
minds of their children with the truth.  Naturally, there are a variety of ways to accomplish 
this: personal instruction, family devotions, involving their children in a ministry like 
AWANA, and just looking for those informal opportunities to instruct children.  A faithful 
parent will see the principle and use their discretion to create opportunities to teach their 
children diligently.  In the end you want your children’s minds to be like sponges, so 
saturated with Scripture that they have no room to absorb the lies of the world.  
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