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Mat. Foolish Doctrines  

Lesson 1: Homosexuality 

 

I. Introduction:  
 

For the duration of the 20th century society considered homosexuality an aberration.  A turning 
point occurred in the early morning of June 28th, 1969 when the police raided the Stonewall Inn, 
a prominent gay bar located in Greenwich Village.  Enraged at what they saw as police brutality 
and public marginalization, the crowd fought back and a riot ensued.  The gay rights movement 
began in the aftermath.  During1973 the gay rights movement achieved a major victory when the 
American Psychiatric Association removed homosexuality from the Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manuel of Mental Disorders.  Homosexuality was now considered an acceptable mental 
condition.  In the 1980’s, the AIDS epidemic at first seemed to slow the progress of the gay 
rights movement.  However it galvanized the homosexual community to take political action and 
at the same time challenged the heterosexual community to respond with compassion.  Movies 
like An Early Frost (1985), and the Band Played On (1993), and Philadelphia (1993) generated 
sympathy for those dying with the disease.   

In the last decade more advances have transpired.  In 2003 the Supreme Court struck down 
sodomy laws and in 2004 Gavin Newsome the mayor of San Francisco authorized same sex 
marriage.  

 
• As Christians how should we react to these advances? 

 
 

• How would you respond to someone who says “Homosexuality is just another sin. 
Why make a big deal about it?” 
 

Our culture’s acceptance of homosexuality has risen with stunning speed.  Whereas the church 
used to hold the majority position, those who find homosexuality deviant are now in the minority 
and increasingly marginalized.  With increased hostility and ridicule, scores in Christendom have 
given to the temptation to water down the clear biblical teaching on this issue.  Many mainline 
denominations have made a break from the biblical teaching and their theological traditions.  
And some in the evangelical church have softened their opposition or dropped it altogether to 
make their message more palatable to the culture.  Therefore, it is more important than ever for 
all Christians to firmly grasp a biblical view of the ethics of homosexuality.  
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II. Biblical Teaching:  

As with all Christian ethics, our understanding of the morality of homosexuality must be 
built around the Bible.  While it is granted that the Bible does not extensively discuss 
homosexuality, the following verses demonstrate that when it does speak, it speaks clearly.  

 
A. Genesis 19:1-11: Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening as Lot was 

sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them and bowed 
down with his face to the ground. 2 And he said, “Now behold, my lords, please turn 
aside into your servant’s house, and spend the night, and wash your feet; then you 
may rise early and go on your way.” They said however, “No, but we shall spend 
the night in the square.” 3 Yet he urged them strongly, so they turned aside to him 
and entered his house; and he prepared a feast for them, and baked unleavened 
bread, and they ate. 4 Before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, 
surrounded the house, both young and old, all the people from every quarter; 5 and 
they called to Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? 
Bring them out to us that we may have relations with them.” 6 But Lot went out to 
them at the doorway, and shut the door behind him, 7 and said, “Please, my 
brothers, do not act wickedly. 8 “Now behold, I have two daughters who have not 
had relations with man; please let me bring them out to you, and do to them 
whatever you like; only do nothing to these men, inasmuch as they have come 
under the shelter of my roof.” 9 But they said, “Stand aside.” Furthermore, they 
said, “This one came in as an alien, and already he is acting like a judge; now we 
will treat you worse than them.” So they pressed hard against Lot and came near to 
break the door. 10 But the men reached out their hands and brought Lot into the 
house with them, and shut the door. 11 They struck the men who were at the 
doorway of the house with blindness, both small and great, so that they wearied 
themselves trying to find the doorway. 
 

1. Objection:  
 
Ancient near eastern sexuality was defined by dominance and submission.  
Sex never occurred between equals.  For instance, it is asserted that a 
conquering army would rape their captives to demonstrate their dominance.   

This story is not a condemnation of homosexuality, but is a story about rape 
and inhospitality.  In other biblical texts (Ezekiel 16:49, Luke 17:28-29) 
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Sodom’s ‘sin’ is not identified as homosexuality, rather, their sins were pride, 
failure to help the poor, and lack of hospitality to foreigners.1 

 
2. Response:  

 
The biblical witness of 2 Peter 2:7 and Jude 7 make it clear that the sin of 
Sodom was not related to a lack of hospitality, but to their lewd sexual 
conduct. In regards to rape, there is no reason to suggest that what Lot’s 
neighbors wanted to do would be permissible if the strangers had consented.  
 

B. Lev. 18:22; 20:13 

Leviticus 18:22  ‘You shall not lie with a male as one lies with a female; it is an abomination. 

Leviticus 20:13  ‘If there is a man who lies with a male as those who lie with a woman, both of 
them have committed a detestable act; they shall surely be put to death. Their bloodguiltiness 
is upon them. 

1. Objection:  

This injunction was an attempt to preserve the internal harmony of Jewish male 
society by not allowing them to participate in anal intercourse as a form of 
expressing or gaining social and political dominance.  These verses do not 
prohibit nor speak of loving, caring sexual relationships between people of the 
same gender.2 Another position postulates that this passage condemns 
homosexuality not because it is inherently wrong but because of its connection 
with idolatrous pagan rights. 3    

2. Response:  

Both of these views place a significant weight upon the historical background of 
the ancient near east.  While there is strong evidence that homosexuality was 
practiced in idolatrous worship that does not necessarily limit the practice of 
homosexuality to that context.  The Leviticus texts naturally assume that the 
practice of homosexuality is inherently wrong.  In addition, the surrounding text 

1 Mona West, The Bible and Homosexuality: downloaded on Aug. 18, 2008 from: 
http://www.mccchurch.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Resources&Template=/CM/HTMLDisplay.cfm&ContentID
=2074 
2 Mona West, The Bible and Homosexuality: downloaded on Aug. 18, 2008 from: 
http://www.mccchurch.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Resources&Template=/CM/HTMLDisplay.cfm&ContentID
=2074 
3Feinberg, John S. ; Feinberg, Paul D. ; Huxley, Aldous: Ethics for a Brave New World. Wheaton, Ill. : Crossway 
Books, 1996, c1993, S. 193 
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in Leviticus 18 condemns adultery, bestiality, and incest.  Clearly those practices 
were not condemned because of its association with idolatry in Egyptian and 
Canaanite culture, nor because they were a threat to the internal harmony of the 
Jewish male society.   

In addition, there was broad disapproval for the practice of homosexuality outside 
of “religious worship.” It is most likely in Egypt that homosexuality was regarded 
with contempt since such practices were not common among them. Two Middle 
Assyrian laws which go back to the fifteenth century B.C. make a homosexual act 
indictable, and the highly influential Hittites refer to homosexuality as an 
abomination.  

C. 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 and 1 Tim. 1:9-11: 

1 Corinthians 6:9-10  Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor 
drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. 

1 Timothy 1:9-11  realizing the fact that law is not made for a righteous person, but 
for those who are lawless and rebellious, for the ungodly and sinners, for the 
unholy and profane, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for murderers 10 

and immoral men and homosexuals and kidnappers and liars and perjurers, and 
whatever else is contrary to sound teaching, 11 according to the glorious gospel of 
the blessed God, with which I have been entrusted. 

1. Objection:  
 
Pro-homosexual scholars believe that the rare usage of the words for 
homosexual and effeminate make an exact translation inconclusive.  
Therefore, we should be reticent to consider it a sin. Others teach that this 
alludes to the common practice of pederasty in which patrons socialized, 
educated, and often engaged in a sexual relationship with young boys.  The 
words for homosexual (arsenokoitēs) and effeminate refer to an extremely 
specific instance of male patrons exploiting their boy protégés.  This does not 
speak of a mutually loving and caring relationship between people of the same 
sex.4  
 

2. Response:  

4 Mona West, The Bible and Homosexuality: downloaded on Aug. 18, 2008 from: 
http://www.mccchurch.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Resources&Template=/CM/HTMLDisplay.cfm&ContentID
=2074 
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While the word for homosexual is quite rare in the Greek, there may be good 
reason for it.  Paul was not deeply familiar with the sexual lingo at the time, so 
he created the word for homosexual, by compounding male and bed.  Both of 
these words are found in the Greek translation of the sexual mores established 
in Leviticus 18.  In addition, the general nature of other sins listed such as 
adultery and fornication suggest that the overly narrow scope postulated by 
pro-homosexual biblical scholars is unlikely.   

D. Romans 1:26-27: 

For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women 
exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, 27 and in the same 
way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in 
their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and 
receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error. 

1. Objection:   
 
Paul is condemning certain homosexual acts, not homosexuality, nor the 
homosexual, nor the responsible practice of homosexual behavior. Whether he 
knew it or not, we now know that some people constitutionally prefer 
members of the same sex. They experience no attraction to members of the 
opposite sex. Therefore, we must distinguish between the invert and the 
pervert, between inversion and perversion. Perverts are not genuinely 
homosexual. They engage in homosexual practices although they are 
heterosexuals, or they commit heterosexual acts though homosexuals. Inverts, 
on the other hand, are constitutionally gay. Their sexual orientation is the 
inverse of heterosexuals, and for them, engaging in homosexual acts is 
normal. In Romans 1 Paul condemns perversion, not inversion. 

Support for this view is adduced from Paul’s claim that those he discusses 
changed or left the natural use of their sexuality for that which was unnatural 
or against nature. Thus, Paul only condemns homosexual acts committed by 
apparently heterosexual persons.5  
 

2. Response:  
 
There is no proof that there is a constitutional homosexual for whom 
homosexual acts follow from a genetic condition, but this interpretation 
clearly requires that. Moreover, there is no reason to believe that even if such 

5Feinberg, John S. ; Feinberg, Paul D. ; Huxley, Aldous: Ethics for a Brave New World. Wheaton, Ill. : Crossway 
Books, 1996, c1993, S. 197 
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a condition exists, Paul knew of it and refers to it here.6  In a classic case of 
eisegesis pro homosexual scholars are guilty of anachronism - imposing 
distinctly modern thoughts upon the theology of Paul.  This would be 
equivalent to saying that “the poor in spirit” in the beatitudes are those with 
low self esteem.  Such psychological concepts did not surface until the 20th 
century.  

 

• Why do you believe these pro gay scholars make it a priority to revise the Bible? 
 
 

• Why do many of these scholars attempt to draw upon culture, modern sciences, 
background, etc. into their studies? 
 
 

• With what kind of moral conviction can we declare that homosexuality is wrong? Why? 

 

III. Objections:  
 

A. Don’t you Christians pick and choose which commands are applicable?  After all, the 
Bible also forbids wearing clothes consisting of mixed fibers (Lev. 19:19). 
 
This is a complex question, but we can answer it briefly.  The Old Testament Law was 
originally intended for Israel and has been fulfilled in Christ.  However, there is a 
practical use to it as it elaborates upon the New Testament Law we are now under.  The 
following procedure can help us sift through the issue.  

1. The Law Stated in the Old:   

Leviticus 18:22 “You shall not lie with a male as one lies with a female; it is 
an abomination.”   

 

2. The Law Repeated in the New:  

1 Corinthians 6:9  Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit 
the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, 
nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 

6Ibid. S. 198 
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Romans 1:26-27 For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; 
for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is 
unnatural, 27 and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural 
function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men 
with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the 
due penalty of their error.  

3. Theological Considerations:  There seems to be no clear cut contextualizing 
factors in the Old Testament.  This sin is condemned across the epochs, 
including pre-Mosaic times with the debauchery of Sodom and Gomorrah.  In 
Romans, God provides the reason for the insidiousness of the sin, as it 
demonstrates how mankind rejected God’s created order.  Regarding wearing 
clothing of mixed fiber, this was part of the ceremonial holiness of Israel akin 
to abstaining from certain foods.  But now that we are in Christ such standards 
do not apply to us as He is our holiness.  

 
 

B. What if Homosexuality is genetic? 
 
The Bible clearly states that homosexuality is contrary to man’s basic nature.  You could 
take it a step further and say that all sin is contrary to man’s basic nature as we were 
created “good.”  Yet, the Fall has left its imprint on our souls.  We now have a proclivity 
for sin.  In addition, the Fall impacts our genetics as well.  We no longer have the ability 
to live forever. We are subject to all sorts of maladies and diseases even babies are born 
with birth defects.  
 
The problem with the view that homosexuality should be okay since “God made me that 
way” is that God did not make man that way.  God made us good, but we have been 
corrupted.   So how can God still hold us responsible?  The answer is simple. God has 
given each homosexual and for that matter sinner a way out.  Through the regenerating 
work of the Spirit God can cleanse you from all sin, even those with a genetic base.  Now 
mind you, this answer grants that there might be a genetic basis.  This contention is still 
under great dispute, but if there actually is a genetic basis it does not challenge the 
authority of the Bible or God’s justice.  
 

• Why is it essential to the gay rights movement to establish that homosexuality is 
genetic? 
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• How does the following passage give the homosexual the hope of change, as well 
as assign full responsibility for their lifestyle?   

 

1 Corinthians 6:9-11  Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor 
homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will 
inherit the kingdom of God. 11 Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were 
sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our 
God.  

Note:  Establishing the genetic make-up of homosexuality is critical to the advancement of 
the homosexual rights movement.  In title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, employers 
cannot discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, or national origin.  Naturally, 
the LGBT7 lobby would like to see this expanded to include “sexual orientation.”  Citizens 
are born gay, just like we are born into our race, religion, color, nationality, etc.  

 
C. Don’t we see homosexuality in the animal world? 

 
Homosexuals argue that homosexuality is natural since it occurs in the animal world.  But 
this is problematic.  It is true that this behavior occurs in the animal kingdom.  But, it is 
also true that we see animals eating their prey alive.  We see savagery, cruelty, and 
extreme brutality.  Yet, we do not condone such behavior in our society.  Proponents of 
the natural order argument as a basis for homosexuality should not pick-and-choose the 
situations that best fit their agendas.  They should be consistent and not compare us to 
animals.  We are not animals.  We are made in God's image.  Logic says that if 
homosexuality is natural and acceptable because it exists in the animal world, then it 
must also be natural and acceptable to eat people alive. 8 
 
 

D. Why do you focus so much on homosexuality?  Aren’t there other sins to worry about? 
 
When a lesbian (former) Christian artist debated a pastor on national TV, she got him to 
admit that we are all sinners.  Seizing upon his admission she said, “Then why are you 
judging me instead of me judging you?” Naturally, this makes a traditionalist seem like 
they are picking and choosing their sin.   
 

7 Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender 
8 http://www.carm.org/issues/homosexuality.htm 
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Focusing on Christians being sinners is the wrong way to frame the debate.  Christians 
are not defined by sin, but by repenting of sin.  And one of the keys to repentance is 
agreeing with God that such and such is a sin.  
 
With that in mind why single out homosexuality?  There is not a widespread movement 
proclaiming the virtues of murder, the positive aspects of rape, or that thieves should be 
accepted as they are.  Yet, there is a movement to call good what the Bible deems as evil.  
Repentance involved turning away from sin, and the repentance of a homosexual will fall 
short if he or she erroneously believe that God accepts his or her lifestyle.  The debate 
about homosexuality is not whether or not it is a worse sin than others, rather is 
repentance critical to the Christian life.  
 
 

E. The Bible does not address a loving, monogamous homosexual relationship? 
 
The Bible condemns homosexual activity as well as those whose lifestyle is defined by it.  
This blanket condemnation allows for no exception on account of the quality or fidelity 
of the relationship.  
 

F. What’s wrong with a celibate homosexual? 
 
Lust can be defined as wanting something that is sexually forbidden.  Jesus makes it clear 
in Matthew 5:27-30 that lust is the same thing as adultery.  Why? Because lust reveals 
intent.  A young man who looks but never touches does not go far enough.  In the same 
way, a homosexual who is celibate does not go far enough.  His or her thoughts regarding 
sex and the opposite sex fall outside of God’s will and should be addressed.   
 
Now, it is possible that someone may struggle with homosexual thoughts, but it is 
important that they struggle against them.  Temptation and sin are not the same thing.  
But when someone accepts the label of homosexual, they acquiesce to the cultural lie that 
you can’t change who you are.  
 
In addition, when we allow people to label themselves as homosexuals, we open 
ourselves to the charge of bigotry.  We hate who they are not necessarily what they do. 
This assumption that you can be defined by your behavior or in this case their sin makes 
it difficult to convey the maxim “Love the sinner, hate the sin.”   
 

G. How can you have the audacity to judge an entire group of people on the basis of who 
they love?   
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When someone makes the claim that the Christian is judging the homosexual, they are 
implicitly judging the Christian as well as the Bible.  The term “judging” implies bigotry, 
arrogance, and hatred.  Such are lofty charges against Christians as well as the author of 
Scripture.  While many will point to recent scholarship with claims to affirm the Biblical 
approval of homosexuality, they flippantly dismiss thousands of years of Christian 
consensus on the issue. In doing so they judge the past, present, and founder of the 
Christian church with “Judgmentalism.”  
 

H. How hard should we fight to prevent gay marriage? 
 
While the issue of homosexual marriage does not have the same moral clarity as abortion 
(i.e. an innocent baby dies), it is still bad for our society.  It leads our nation to call good 
what God deems as evil.  The complete normalization of homosexuality will be a 
stumbling block to those entrapped in that lifestyle.  In addition, there should be concern 
for the children who grow up in gay homes – gender confusion, life without a mother and 
a father will have its effect.  Finally, it could be argued that if the fight over gay marriage 
is lost, the homosexual activists will form a new front preventing Christians from 
speaking out on the sinfulness of their lifestyle.  Such has happened in Canada, where 
Christians cannot use “hate speech” towards gays in newspapers or over the airwaves.  
 

• Should we panic if the gay agenda triumphs in public policy?  Why or why not? 
 
 

IV. How to Help a Homosexual  
 

A. Be aware that as a born again Christian you are perceived as the “enemy.”  Seek to build 
a loving friendship with the homosexual, and let them know that you want to help them 
out of homosexuality.   
 

B. Show sensitivity in how you talk about that sin, knowing that all have sinned and all 
stand just as condemned before a Holy God. 
 

C. Understand that the temptation they face is real and powerful.  If it could be turned off 
with a switch more people would do so.   Though the Bible speaks absolutely on this 
topic, guard against the temptation to glibly call them to get over it.  
   

D. Give them hope that God can deliver them from their bondage provided that they repent 
and believe in the gospel.  
 

E. Be clear, that the Bible does call it a sin, but that God will give them the resources to 
change.  
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F. Seek to help them build strong same sex relationships which honor the Lord. 
 
 

V. Conclusion:  
 

While the cultural mainstreaming of homosexuality may discourage many Christians there is 
a bright side.  As the social stigma has waned, more young men and women have opened up 
about their struggles.  Previously, when a Christian high school student struggled with 
homosexual temptation, they kept it to themselves.  Once they got to college they found 
sympathetic ears in the gay advocacy groups on campus and naturally this encouraged them to 
abandon God.  Satan deceived them into keeping silent about the very thing they needed the 
most help with.  Now it has been reported that more teenagers are willing to go to their pastors 
and counselors to share their struggle.  Consequently, the church has been able to address, 
comfort, and counsel many young men and women out of this sin.  As a church, we have been 
given a unique opportunity to minister to those who emerge from the homosexual lifestyle.  May 
we do so with love, care, and compassion as we use the truth of God’s Word to rescue them from 
the den of darkness.  
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